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Like a favourite book, the McPherson’s story 
continues to be shared by generations of 
employees from Maryborough and 
surrounding communities. 
We take pride in our 75-year history and look 
forward to a future of new technology, secure 
employment options and the golden lifestyle 
our area offers. 

The creative ability channelled by international 
and Australian authors comes to life in 
Maryborough…with paper and pages, glue and 
ink, quality and commitment.  
At McPherson’s we acknowledge our 
responsibility to clients, country and 
community; together, with our past, current and 
future teams, we can’t wait for the next chapter. 

As one of the largest local 
employers, McPherson’s 
Printing has a responsibility to 
maintain a strong, ongoing 
business.  

We offer job security to many 
full time, casual and part time 
employees covering the 
immediate township of 

Maryborough and surrounding 
communities.  
Some employees have worked 
with our company for 30 to 40 
years! Not only is McPherson’s 
a great place to work, it is a 
great place to build a lifelong 
career.  
Throughout the past four 

years, 17 people have started 
an Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship in Administration, 
Print, Bind & Embellishment 
with McPherson’s Printing.  

Of these, three were adult 
apprenticeships, highlighting 
opportunities for people with 
invaluable work/life 
experience. 

As we expand, many job 
opportunities will arise for 
those genuinely seeking a 
locally-based long-term career.  

If you are interested in joining 
our great team watch for 
future advertisements offering 
great opportunities or drop 
your resume into the office for 
consideration.  

76 Nelson Street 
Maryborough Victoria 3465

03 5461 7100 
mcphersonsprinting.com.au

Pre-press services      Printing      Binding      Embellishments      Mailing/Warehouse      Pre-Retail

TO BE THE BEST AT WHAT WE DO
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ON THE COVER 
As part of  our feature on 

agriculture (Page 35), we spoke to 
Leah Haworth, who has moved 
across the country, with some 
chooks and a horse in tow, to work 
on the land.  

Working as a local animal 
husbandry sales officer, Leah also 
helps run her partner’s Dunluce 
farm, which is home to over 3000 
ewes.   

Photo: Christie Harrison

For advertising and editorial 
inquiries for our 2022 edition, contact 
editor@maryaddy.com.au,  
advertising@maryaddy.com.au,  
phone our office on 5461-3866  
or visit maryboroughadvertiser.com.au.  

This magazine is published by 
Maryborough Regional Newspapers. 

© November 2021.

W ELCOME  
to The 
Maryborough 
District 
Advertiser’s 

2021 edition of  24 Carat Living. 
While we were unable to 

publish in 2020 due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, we, along 
with the rest of  the local 
community, have returned with a 
bang.  

Throughout this publication 
you’ll uncover stories of  how 
residents and businesses across 
the shire, and beyond, have not 
only adapted to the challenges of  
COVID-19, but thrived.  

You’ll also learn how locals 
have developed new technologies 
and techniques, become 
trailblazers in their own right, 
even spearheaded local 
movements and why tree 
changers are jumping at the 
chance to call this community 
home. 

The past two years have been 
tough, from being unable to leave 
our homes, see family and 
friends, or even run businesses — 
so we’re shining a light on the 
things that make our region 
golden.  

—Angela Tucker, editor,  
The Maryborough District Advertiser
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A growing 
shire

M ARYBOROUGH and 
surrounding towns have 
experienced a noticeable 
growth in people looking to 
make the area home. 

Ballarat and Bendigo are two of  the fastest 
growing cities in Victoria. More than 10 years 
ago, the area between those cities was 
recognised as a growth corridor, with 
Maryborough right in the middle. 

While population increase has been 
predicted in central Victoria for many years, 
pandemic restrictions experienced in metro 
centres over the past two years have 
undoubtedly contributed to the influx of  new 
residents to the area. 

Although housing affordability is often 
noted as a dominant driver of  local growth, 
many new residents are reporting the domino 
effect; as family and friends visit, they too 
decide to make the move to a more relaxed 
lifestyle. 

Georgia Davies lives on a farm just outside 
of  Maryborough with her partner and young 
family. Originally from the inner suburbs of  
Melbourne, she said her friends were horrified 
when she decided to make the ‘farmer-wants-
a-wife’ move. 

“I had spent my whole life living within 
walking distance of  everything – shops, pubs, 
schools and public transport,” she said. 

“Suddenly I was in the middle of  nowhere, 
not a street light in sight.” 

The pandemic has seen attitudes change, 
with friends who were initially sceptical of  the 
move now hoping to follow Georgia to the 
country.  

“I think during lockdown in Melbourne, 
when even the playgrounds were closed, 
friends were suddenly jealous of  what we have 
up here,” she said. 

“While their kids were stuck inside glued to 
a computer screen, ours were out catching 
yabbies and playing on the farm. COVID has 
been horrible, but it has made people reassess 

what is important in life.” 
The knock-on effect of  a growing 

population has increased business 
opportunities.  

Central Goldfields Shire economic 
development officer Brian Gould said 
council was committed to making it as 
easy as possible for residents to access 
permits for business purposes. 

“Last year we introduced the Better 

Approvals Process – a new, streamlined 
permit application process making it 
quicker and easier for new and existing 
businesses to get the permits they need 
to operate,” he said.  

“I work with our community to 
determine what permits, exemptions or 
prohibitions apply across our statutory 
planning, building, environmental 
health and local laws departments. 
Currently we are receiving around two 
to three new business enquiries each 
week.” 

With new businesses come greater 
employment opportunities, which in 
turn makes the Maryborough region an 
attractive option for new residents. 

Another area of  growth in recent 
years is tourism. 

 A report produced by the Central 
Goldfields Shire Council, Tourism and 
Events Strategy 2020 – 2025, identifies 
tourism as one of  the major economic 
strategies for the Central Goldfields. 
More than 225,500 annual visitors 
equate to over $35.1 million in domestic 
visitor spending. 

Although the strategy report was 
developed prior to the imposition of  
COVID-19 restrictions, tourism 
operators are optimistic the long-term 
goals identified in the report can be 
achieved, in spite of  negative 
international tourism trends. 

Lee Duffin is the team leader of  
Central Goldfields Visitor Information 
Centre. Lee said many domestic tourists 
coming to the centre are suddenly 
finding out what they have ‘in their own 
backyard’. 

“We don’t rely on international 
travellers, they really only make up 
about 1.5 percent of  our visitors,” Lee 
said. 

“And we have actually seen an 
increase in tourists, particularly the ‘grey 
nomads’ who would normally travel to 
Queensland but couldn’t because of  the 
border closures. 

“Quite a few have never travelled to 
the goldfields before and say they love 

Photo: Central Goldfields Shire Council

Lockdown life in the goldfields included 
yabbying for Georgia’s family, including Ari.
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Setting 
up shop

what the area has to offer. It’s 
not just the history or the 
beauty of  the bush, but the 
‘authentic’ country way of  life 
and hospitality they get to 
experience. A lot of  the more 
popular tourist spots have lost 
that authenticity.” 

While an increase in 
population has been welcomed 
by the business leaders, a 
sudden influx of  people can 
bring challenges to any 
community. Central Goldfields 
Shire Council has recognised 
these challenges when 
designing its Council Plan 
2021-2024.   

Four priorities have been 
identified to inform the 
council’s vision in the next 
three years and beyond. These 
are community well-being, a 
growing economy, our spaces 
and places and leading change. 

Central Goldfields Shire 
Mayor Chris Meddows-Taylor 
said he is passionate about the 
possibilities as we make our 
way out of  COVID. 

“We expect this population 
growth to increase over the 
coming years as individuals 
and families realise the 
economic benefits of  living 
and running a business in a 
regional and rural 
community,” Chris said.  

“There’s no doubt that the 
opportunities to work remotely 
from a city office have also 
helped drive this trend. 

 “Recently we welcomed the 
announcement by the 
Victorian Government that 
$630,000 will be invested in 
the Talbot Futures Structure 
Planning and Wastewater 
Upgrade project. 

“This is a project that will 
not only benefit Talbot but the 
entire municipality. It will 
mean we can tap into 
opportunities from a rapidly 
growing Ballarat, through the 
passenger rail growth corridor, 
which is a key council priority. 

“The future for our shire has 
never been brighter, but will 
require real leadership and 
partnership, to deliver our 
council plan and advance 
towards our community vision 
with its massive benefits. 

“Working together we can 
make it happen — and we 
will.” 

F OR more than 
100 years, 
Victoria’s Golden 
Triangle has 
attracted people 

hoping to change their life.  
In the mid-1800s, 

prospectors flocked to the area 
lured by the promise of  ‘streets 
paved with gold’. Tent cities 
sprung up overnight and 
fortunes were made and lost in 
central Victoria’s harsh 
environment. 

While gold continues to 
attract weekend prospectors 
and mining companies to 
central Victoria, the past few 
years has seen an influx of  
people enticed by the promise 
of  leaving the ‘rat race’ and 
living a simpler life.   

A recent study by the 
Australian Bureau of  Statistics 
(ABS), found internal 
migration from cities to 
regional areas to be the highest 
on record.  

As lockdowns and COVID 
restrictions continue to impact 
how people live and work, it 
would seem many are opting 
for a quieter life.  

Newly-opened Wattle Tree 

Country Retreat is an 
accommodation option in the 
Central Goldfields offering 
short-term respite care for 
adults with an intellectual 
disability, mental health issues 
or an acquired brain injury.  

Since taking over the 
Amherst property at the start 
of  the year, owner/operators 
Chelsea Thompson and 
Darron Reid have transformed 
their 20-acre farm to ensure 
guests enjoy a truly immersive 
country experience. 

For Chelsea, opening the 
retreat is the culmination of  a 
dream to combine her love of  
all things country with her 
passion and expertise 
developed throughout two 
decades of  working in the 
disability sector. 

“We are taking our love of  
country, nature, people, and 

adventure and rolling them all 
into one,” Chelsea said. 

“The idea is to provide 
respite with a difference, an 
alternative to a traditional 
respite facility. While enjoying 
your stay, you will have a 
unique experience where you 
will get a chance to try new 
things, make friends, develop 
skills, and have fun.” 

The emotional and mental 
toll of  pandemic restrictions, 
particularly on those already 
vulnerable and socially 
isolated, means care such as 
that offered by Wattle Tree 
Country retreat is more 
important than ever.  

Offering 24-hour care and 
supervision, activities include 
caring for the farm animals, 
hiking, fishing, prospecting and 
camping. 

Continued over page 

Central Goldfields 
Shire Council 
Community Vision 
Statement: 

“In 2031, we are an 
inspiring, thriving and 
prosperous community of  
choice, we’ve taken bold 
steps towards growing our 
economy and our 
community is full of  
optimism and opportunities. 

“We are kind, connected 
and inclusive and we 
nurture creativity, leadership 
and innovation. We value 
and invest in our young 
people and our health and 
wellbeing is high. 

“We live sustainably, 
cherish and protect our 
environment and heritage 
and we have access to 
outstanding jobs, education, 
health, community services, 
infrastructure, and 
affordable housing.” 
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As well as the experience of  
farm life and camping, guests 
can access nearly all of  the 
activities available to tourists in 
the area. A highlight for both 
Chelsea and Darren is the 
support they have received 
from businesses and the 
general public. 

Disability support and 
general understanding in the 
community is growing, not 
only for participants, but for 
those who work in the field. 
Chelsea and Darren have been 
impressed with the facilities 
available in Maryborough, and 
have worked closely with other 
agencies such as Rivergum 
Support. 

“We have found this such a 
welcoming community, people 
are genuinely interested in 
what we are doing and are 
going out of  their way to 
help,” Darren said. 

Chelsea agrees that the 
community could not have 
been more supportive or 
welcoming of  the guests, who 
have been on shopping trips, 
visited tourist attractions and 
markets and enjoyed meals at 
local cafes, restaurants and 
pubs. 

“It has been lovely to see 
how welcoming people have 
been of  our guests, our 
business and us,” Chelsea said.  

One tree changer to recently 
set up shop in Maryborough’s 
High Street, is artist Peter 
Duffy who started  tattoo 
parlour Pedro’s Ink, after 
moving to Bowenvale around a 
year ago.  

A NH Kim Thi Do and her 
son Khoa Anh were 
excited to become 
Australian citizens in 
August 2021. 

Kim met her husband Graham Shard 
– a Maryborough local – when he was 
working in Vietnam.  

The couple married and had two 
children before re-locating to Graham’s 
hometown seven years ago. 

At first, Kim found the pace of  life in 
a country town a little difficult to adjust 
to. 

“My home town is Hoi An in 
Vietnam,” Kim said.  

“For first couple of  months, I really 
didn’t like it because it’s very quiet for 
me, but after a while I love it. It’s a very 
nice town and the people are very 
friendly.” 

New beginnings

booked out for months in 
advance and Mr Duffy said the 
support he and his family have 
received from the community, 
as well as from the council in 
starting a new business, has 
been overwhelming.  

“I really thank everyone in 
the community for being so 
supportive and I look forward 
to giving my 100 percent and 
spreading a little happiness in 
these difficult times,” he said.  

“Most people get tattoos that 
represent something very 

special and close to their heart, 
like loved ones who have 
passed or to represent their 
children or grandchildren.  

“I am honoured to be a part 
of  something so special and 
meaningful to the clients and 
I’m so grateful to be a part of  
something so important to 
them.  

“I’d really like to thank 
Maryborough and the 
community for the local and 
support, it’s a real honour to be 
part of  this community.”  

From Hoi An to Maryborough

Mr Duffy said coronavirus 
and subsequent lockdowns 
made the choice to move 
locally an easy one.  

“I lived in Carisbrook when 
I was young and moved to 
Melbourne where I started my 
tattoo apprenticeship and 
worked at my craft for over 15 
years,” he said.  

“A year ago I decided to 
follow my dreams of  moving 
back to the fantastic town of  
Maryborough to raise my 
children in the country and 
open a quality, clean, friendly 
and professional tattoo shop in 
the heart of  town.  

“I decided instead of  letting 
COVID get us down, the 
family should stick together, 
grab a paintbrush and start 
renovating through these 
lockdown periods, making the 
glass half  full and ending up 
with a shop we could all be 
proud of.”  

The business is already 

Khoa Anh and his mum Anh Kim Thi Do became Australian citizens  
after moving to the country around seven years ago.  
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Kim has worked as a chef  at 
a number of  venues in town. 
Daughter Yen-Nhi is currently 
studying psychology at 
Melbourne University and son, 
Khoa, is a student at 
Maryborough Education 
Centre. 

Khoa said he and his sister 
have settled well into life in 
Australia, so much so that he 
has forgotten a lot of  his native 
language, although he admits 
“I do understand when mum’s 
telling me off ”. 

 
Loving regional life 
For Timothy Wear, the 

decision to become an 
Australian citizen was easy. 
Originally from Newcastle in 
the UK, the father of  two has 
called Maryborough home for 
the past four years. 

“I’ve been living in Australia 
since I was pretty young, about 
23,” Timothy said. 

“My wife is originally from 
Maryborough. When our first 
son was born we moved here 
from Queensland to be closer 
to her family, who have a farm 
at Wareek.” 

Timothy said he loves living 
in Australia, and particularly 

likes regional living. 
“I’m a project manager in 

civil construction,” he said. 
“I either work from home or 

from Ararat. I’ve found there’s 
plenty of  work around and I 
love the lifestyle.” 

While Timothy is used to the 
weather, when his family 

visited from England they took 
a while to adjust to the heat of  
the long summers. 

“They came over for seven 
weeks, in the summer of  
2019/20, just before the 
COVID lockdown,” he said. 

“They coped OK, just sat 
under the air-conditioning. In 

England and Mediterranean 
summers there’s always a 
breeze so you can leave the 
windows open and it cools 
down the house. When he was 
here my dad kept opening the 
windows, I kept saying no, we 
have to keep everything shut 
with the blinds down.”

Nine locals, including from Vietnam, Cambodia, New Zealand and China  became Australian citizens during a ceremony in August, 2020. 

Timothy Wear and his family, Sheree, George and Theodore.
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SOLUTIONS THAT SUSTAIN LIFE
Sonac Australia produces unique 
products for parent organisation, 
NYSE listed Darling Ingredients 
Inc, founded in 1882. Darling 
are the global leader in the 
production of the highest quality 
sustainable protein and nutrient-
recovered ingredients, with over 
200 factories world-wide. 
Sonac Maryborough is the only 
specialist blood product company 
in Australia, producing protein-
rich plasma powder and 
hemoglobin powder. These 
natural and functional 
ingredients are used in pet food 
manufacture as binding agents, 
for palatability and for gut 
health.  
Sonac Maryborough products are 
also important nutrition sources 
in aquafeed and in the diets of 
non-ruminants like poultry and 
pigs in their formative first days 
to improve health and reduce 
the use of antibiotics. 

Darling Ingredients serve the 
agri-food industry and reduce 
food waste by repurposing 
animal-based co-products and 
other natural materials that 
would otherwise be discarded to 
landfill or compost, converting 
them into valuable ingredients to 
fit market demand. 

Darling was named one of 50 
Sustainability and Climate 
Leaders by Bloomberg and TBD 
Media Group in their 2020 
assessment of global companies 
rising to meet the challenges our 
planet is facing today. 

  With solid demand for unique 
sustainable nutrients, growth 
beckons.

 
Sonac Maryborough - 

Connecting global 
supply and demand 

across food and feed 
industries, contributing 

to a sustainable 
circular economy.

Sonac Maryborough - 
striving to be an 

employer of choice, 
educating and upskilling 
over 30 employees in a 

safe workplace.

Delivering circular ingredients and 
solutions for the agri-food industry.

Contributing to an economically and  
socially prosperous society.

Respecting and utilizing natural resources to positively 
contribute to tackling today’s climate challenges.

“

”

A COMPANY

Our passion is for 
preserving the natural 
resources of our planet 
and improving the lives 
of those who live on it. 

“

”

”

“
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C ENTRAL Goldfields 
Shire continues to bat 
above its weight when 
it comes to businesses 
not only adapting to 

new technologies, but creating their 
own.  

So many varied businesses 
operate throughout the region, and 
have all adjusted, adapted and 
become trail blazers in their own 
way through the strangest times of  
our generation.

H AVE you 
heard of  lab 
grown 
diamonds? 
They are 

becoming increasingly popular 
for younger people and are a 
more eco-friendly and cost-
effective choice.  

To find out more, we sat 
down with one of  J.M Leech 
Jeweller’s four diamond 
graders, Cassie Argus. 

What are lab grown 
diamonds?  

Interestingly enough lab 
grown diamonds have been 
available since as early as the 
1950s however, they were of  a 
poor quality and used for 
industrial purposes only.  

Today there are two types of  
lab grown diamonds available 
to the consumer, HPHT and 
CVD diamonds, which have 
now been perfected to a high 
standard suitable for the 
jewellery industry.  

High Pressure High 

Temperature (HPHT) lab 
grown diamonds are the least 
desirable of  the two. Larger 
HPHT diamonds are grown 
from a metal catalyst such as 
graphite and are therefore 10-
15 percent less expensive than 
CVD. 

 In some cases HPHT are 
colour treated to alter the 
cosmetic appearance of  the 
stone making it whiter and 
enhancing other qualities.  

These diamonds are mass 
produced and may not always 
register as a ‘diamond’ on 
some testers.   

However, CVD diamonds 
formally referred to as 
Chemical Vapour Deposition 
are identical to mined 
diamonds. They have the same 
molecular and chemical 
composition as a natural 
mined diamond. CVD 
diamonds are grown from a 
Type IIA diamond seed, the 
purest of  mined diamond. Less 
than two percent of  the 

world’s mined diamonds are 
formed from the purest of  
carbon.  

Scientists have been able to 
simulate what mother nature 
creates below the surface, 
which takes over 30 million 
years but in a laboratory takes 
just over 500 hours. 

 Just like mother nature, 
science and technology aren’t 
able to control the growth 
process. Scientists are unable to 
have input on the diamond 
characteristics such as size, 
colour or clarity. Only with the 
correct machinery can a CVD 
diamond be distinguished from 
a natural diamond, it is 
impossible for a trained 
specialist to be able to 
distinguish mined from lab 
without this piece of  
technology. Because of  these 

attributes, we have fallen in 
love with CVD diamonds and 
why not when they look 
identical to a mined and are 
more cost effective!  

How are they different 
to mined diamonds? 

 There is no visual difference 
between a mined and CVD lab 
grown diamond as they are a 
diamond. However, there are 
two major differences between 
lab grown and natural, and 
that is the origin of  where the 
diamond has come from, as 
one comes from below and the 
other comes from above the 
earth’s surface, and price.  

What are the benefits of  
choosing lab grown?  
(For example, any 
environmental benefits?) 

 
Continued over page  

Under pressure
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Machine & Process Automation Solutions 
PACKAGING  |  WINDING  |  PRINTING  |  FOOD  |  WINE  |  MANUFACTURING 

 
Turnkey solutions, modifications, repairs & upgrades 

3 Engineering   3 Mechanical  3 Electrical  3 Software 
 

Complete machine installation 
 

Machine safety, Weighing, Batching, Dosing, Packaging, Conveying,  
Printing, Winding, Inspection, Temperature and Process control  

 
PLC - Hmi - Scada - Drives - Controls 
Electrical Programming & Mechanical 

 
Improve productivity, quality and safety

“Passion for the automation 
industry since 1976” 
Based in Maryborough Vic 
Servicing Victoria

Steve Smith - Principal Engineer 
Sentient Automation Pty Ltd 
sentientautomation.com.au 
0450 129 028

There are so many great 
benefits when selecting a CVD 
lab grown diamond and one of  
these benefits comes down to 
dollars and cents. A lab grown 
diamond is approximately 30-
40 percent less expensive than 
a mined. This is because 
unlike mined diamonds there 
are no mining overheads. 
There is no hole in the earth!  

Lab grown diamonds are 
economical and conflict free 
which is great for those 
cautious of  their footprint on 
the earth.  CVD are less 
expensive than a natural 
diamond therefore we are able 
to source and offer our clients 
a higher quality and larger 
stone within their budget 
without compromising on 
colour or clarity.  

How has the diamond 
market evolved/ become 
innovative recently? Has 
the market for lab grown 
diamonds expanded? 

The demand for lab grown 
diamonds has increased 
considerably within recent 
years. I personally believe this 
is due to various factors but 
primarily due to marketing 
and cost. Celebrities such as 
Meghan Markle, Lady Gaga 

and J-Lo are all wearing these 
big beautiful rings, that are in 
fact lab grown diamonds.  

It means that our clientele 
can now achieve this look, 
when choosing lab as they are 
affordable.  I have personally 
found that lab grown 
diamonds are more accepted 
with our younger age 
demographic as they are more 
budget and eco-conscious. I 
believe as technology has 
evolved, they have perfected 
the growth process; they look 
identical to a natural stone, so 
the choice is easy.  

Lab grown diamonds are 
still a 10 on the Mohs hardness 
scale just like a natural 
diamond, so it will last a life 
time when cared for correctly.  

CVD diamonds, just like 
mined natural diamonds, have 
natural inclusions. What I find 
so fascinating is that just like 
our fingerprints, diamonds too 
have their own and it is 
unique, you will never find two 
identical diamonds.  

They still go through the 
same grading process as 
natural diamonds and are still 
graded using the four C’s (cut, 
colour, clarity and carat) 
method.  

Australian first

P ROCESSING 
blood may not be 
the most attractive 
concept for many, 
but in an 

Australian first, local business 
Sonac Australia is 

transforming the previously 
unusable waste product into a 
valuable commodity.  

Taking animal blood from 
abattoirs across south-eastern 
Australia, Sonac splits the 
blood into plasma and 

haemoglobin 
and through 
processing, 
turns this into 
protein 
powders for the 
pet food, 
animal 
production and 
aquaculture 
industries.    

Through 
processing, 
some $15 
million litres of  
class B recycled 
water is also 
produced and 
used on local 
sporting fields 
and in the 
broader 
community.  

Essentially 
creating its 
own market, 

A nano filtration suystem installed at the  
Maryborough site earlier this year.  
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Covering  
all bases

Sonac Australia managing 
director Simon Cox said it’s 
something the community can 
be proud of.  

“At the end of  the day we’re 
getting rid of  a waste that 
nobody else can handle and 
we’re turning it into a product 
people can use,” he said.  

“I think we should be proud 
of  that and Maryborough 
should be really proud of  that, 
it’s a unique technology and 
we’re doing something that 
nobody else in Australia does.  

“We’re the only one in 
Australia producing the quality 
we do, we’re exporting 50 
percent of  what we produce, 
we’re growing and the demand 
is quite strong.”  

Business has been so strong 
for the company in recent 
years that it’s currently 
operating at capacity and just 
weeks ago revealed its plans to 
invest $15 million and expand 
production capabilities.  

Hoped to begin next year, 
the upgrade would enable an 
increase in raw material 
processing, new spray drying 
technology and a state-of-the-
art wastewater treatment plant 
to be installed.  

The Maryborough facility 
currently processes an 
approximate 30 million 
kilograms of  blood annually, 
with the upgrade to 
significantly increase output by 
up to 70 percent.  

In addition to increasing the 
facility’s output capabilities, it 
will also be a boost for its 
sustainable practices, 
something Mr Cox said Sonac 
prides itself  on.  

“As well as allowing for 
business expansion, the new 
dryer will improve our energy 
efficiency and the new 
wastewater treatment plant 
will significantly reduce our 
environmental footprint, 
sustainably processing animal 
by-products into valuable 
commodities and returning 
over 15 million litres of  class B 
water to the community,” he 
said.  

Sonac is a subsidiary of  
Darling Ingredients Inc., 
which has a business presence 
in 17 countries, with Darling 
processing around 10 percent 
of  the world’s animal by-
products and returns 11 billion 
gallons of  recycled water to the 
environment. 

I S the old saying “Don’t 
judge a book by its 
cover” actually true? 
McPherson’s Printing 
would have to say yes.  

“With the embellishments 
we are using today as a part of  
book manufacturing it is 
obvious that a cover is very 
much what attracts the 
consumer,”McPherson’s 
Printing general manager 
Robert Huismann said.  

Embellishments appeal to 

the senses of  sight and touch, 
to see and feel an effect on a 
book is very much a part of  the 
reading experience.  

“McPherson’s Printing has a 
variety of  embellishments 
available for our clients. 
Lamination is regularly used 
with finishes being either gloss 
or matte,” Robert said.  

“Something a little more 
special is soft touch lamination 
which gives an almost felt 
touch finish. Foil stamping is 

very popular across all genres 
of  literature design and is 
available in an extensive range 
of  colours; some even have 
additional effects such as 
holographic images or features.  

“Emboss and Spot gloss UV 
are also available and are used 
to provide enhanced definition 
to certain parts of  the cover 
image, heightening visual 
impact.” 

 
Continued on Page 11 

Managing director Simon Cox and production manager Gerard Newbery say a  
$15 million upgrade to the local business will significantly benefit the community.  

The separator that splits blood 
into haemoglobin and plasma.
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SAME DIAMOND, DIFFERENT ORIGIN

Castlemaine 
97 Mostyn St  |  5470 6498

Echuca 
190 Hare St  |  5480 1808

Bendigo 
278 Hargreaves Mall  |  5443 5801

Maryborough 
139 High St  |  5461 1801

www.jmleech.com.au

VS

Lab grown diamonds are identical to mined diamonds in every way - except the price.  

They have the same beauty, sparkle and properties as mined diamonds -  

the only difference is how they are made - and what you pay.
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McPherson’s Printing is continuing to expand the 
embellishment aspect of  the business with the intention 
of  supporting the “one-stop shop” concept available to 
clients, increasing choices and options.  

Employees’ skills are also expanding; learning, 
understanding and applying these in-house 
embellishment processes confidently, keeping up with the 
ever-changing demands of  the industry. 

“Innovation allows the business to embrace new 
technology and offer skill expansion opportunities,” 
Robert said.   

“Developing a one-stop shop application in-house 
gives us the flexibility to manage changing industry 
demands.”   

Recently the business was able to purchase a second 
foiling/embossing machine along with a dye making 
machine. The dye making machine adds to the 
expansion of  what McPherson’s offer as a part of  its one-
stop shop in-house processes.  

“The process now stays local, keeping jobs in 
Maryborough. It also gives the business more control 
over quality and delivery of  product,” Robert said.  

Files containing the images are electronically 
transferred to the dye making machine where it is then 

programmed to chisel/etch the required 
image onto a magnesium plate using 
different size drill heads, the dye can then 
be used for embossing or foil stamping.  

“The used dyes, water and magnesium 
shavings are all collected as a part of  the 
process and are recycled, so there is 
minimal waste, which fulfils our ongoing 
environmental commitment,” Robert 
said. 

“Designs vary from simple large areas 
to small and intricate images and type; 
however with the machine we have, the 
application is so precise even the smallest 
font is clearly defined.  

“These are exciting times for 
McPherson’s Printing, moving into the 
future and being able to proudly offer 
clients varied design choices in-house.  

“The skills required are very particular 
to this part of  the industry and could 
almost be considered an art form.  

“We are very fortunate at McPherson’s 
to have staff  in all areas of  the business 
with the abilities and passion to make 
business expansions work and to 
maintain our standing as one of  the 
largest and most successful book 
manufacturers in Australia.”   
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1800 AUS OUT  •  1800 287 688 

aussieoutbackstore.com.au

167-171 Railway St, Maryborough  •  Shop 2-4, 101 Hare St, Echuca

• Camping • 4x4 accessories • Solar panels  

• Driving lights • Diesel heaters... and more!

OUTDOOR GEAR AT CRAZY PRICES

22 DRIVE-IN COURT, MARYBOROUGH  •  5461-2811

Whether it’s  
a simple day 

out, a concert  
or an 

extravagant 
trip across 
Australia,  
Holland’s 

Coach Tours 
will get you 

there.  

Call our 
friendly staff 
or pop in for  

a chat to 
discuss  

your next 
adventure.

It’s time to get away
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times

WHILE  the 
COVID-19 
vaccination 
hub may be 
a temporary 

fixture in Maryborough, it has 
been a vital one, and will go on 
to influence how the local health 
service operates into the future. 

From setting up testing sites, 
introducing precautionary 
measures to limit risk of  
infection and adapting to 
overnight changes in advice, 
one of  the biggest recent tasks 
for the Maryborough District 
Health Service has been the roll 
out of  the COVID-19 vaccine 
which has been highly 
successful in the local area. 

Initially running out of  
MDHS’ Wellness Centre at the 
Maryborough Hospital, a new 
home was needed for the 
vaccination clinic and a true 
community collaboration soon 
saw it make the move to the 
Community Hub. 

MDHS infection control 
coordinator Helen McAuley 
has played many roles in the set 
up, including administering 
some vaccines herself. 

What was the process of  
finding and setting up in 
the Community Hub? 

Collectively we worked with 
the shire and local GP clinics to 
find a suitable facility. We were 
keen to make it a collaborative 
approach because it’s the whole 
community we’re servicing.  

The new site had to be 
something suitable, we had to 
ensure we met all the 
standards for a vaccination 
centre. 

To set up the hub we had to 
submit documents to prove the 
requirements were met and our 
pharmacist Rendelle Wiseman 
came into play with that, it was 
very important she had input 
because she also had to control 
the cold chain for the vaccine 
being delivered from Ballarat so 
we’re supplying vaccines which 
are to an acceptable standard. 

We hadn’t done anything like 
this before but it was easy to 
adapt to the space, council just 
removed everything they had in 
there and we came in. 

We sectioned off  the hub 
into our immunisation area, 
vaccine draw-up area and post-
vax observation. 

What new practices or 
systems have you 
developed through the 
vaccination hub? 

It’s not every year you come 
across a pandemic, so living 
through one is probably 
something we’ll all learn from 
and change how we manage 
things moving forward. 

It will flow on into 
management within health 
facilities and how they’re 
designed. Airflow has been 
highlighted by this and I think 
it’ll become a priority. 

That’s relevant for us as we’re 
currently in the process of  
designing the major 
Maryborough Hospital upgrade 
so that may change their tack. 

Technology is one big thing 
we’ve gotten out of  this that 

we’ll likely continue using at the 
health service. 

We had training wheels on to 
a degree when we started off  at 
the Wellness Centre — it was 
all paper based, there were 
physical copies of  consent 
forms and it was a bit more 
arduous. Now we’ve moved 
over to an electronic system so 
registering, consent, 
administration and checking 
out is all on the one system. It’s 
much more fluid, efficient, 
there’s a lot less paper and it 
doesn’t rely on so many 
resources to process. 

What’s a day of  
vaccinating like at the hub? 

Usually we have six to eight 
staff  at the clinic per day. 

Each day we need a team 
leader, plus your vaccinators, 

Registered nurse Leanne Robinson 
prepares to give a Pfizer vaccination.

MDHS infection control coordinator  
Helen McAuley says the whole 

community has come together on all 
levels to support the vaccination hub 

which has been a rousing success.

the staff  who draw-up the 
vaccines and those who work in 
the post-vax area. 

We have a minimum of  two 
vaccinators on any one day and 
a maximum up to three. 

We can deliver up to about 
30 vaccinations per immuniser 
so if  we were booked out over 
our morning and afternoon 
sessions with three vaccinators, 
we would do around 200 doses 
a day. 

How has the vaccination 
hub changed the way you 
work with local GPs? 

The collaboration we’ve had 
with the GP clinics and their 
input and support has been 
important, we haven’t done this 
all on our own. 

We’re a state-run vaccine 
clinic whereas the GPs receive 
Commonwealth vaccine 
supplies, so we’ve been working 
with them to ensure we can 
maintain vaccine supply and 
access for the whole 
community. 

Cntinued over page 
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A wholistic approach to fitness, health & wellness

•  25 metre indoor pool  •  Program pool  •  Toddler pool   •  Spa and sauna    
•  Fully equipped gym  •  Group fitness classes  •  Stadium sports

40 Gillies Street,  
Maryborough 

5461-4300 
mslc.com.au

A Gift 
For  
Life 

LEARN TO SWIM

With welcoming and supportive staff, we have all the  
facilities and programs for you and your family

They’ve also supported us with 
staffing resources that we’ve 
needed. 

On the odd occasion they’ve 
had surplus staff  available they’ve 
supplied us with some staff  to help 
vaccinate. 

We’ve always had a good 
relationship with the GPs but I 
think this has enhanced it and put 
us out there to say we’re here to 
help and problem solve if  there’s 
an issue, we’re happy to support 
and vice versa. We’re trying to 
foster that relationship at all times. 

How have MDHS staff  and 
the community adapted to all 
the change over the past 18 
months? 

COVID has probably 
highlighted how everyone has 
worked together so well and if  
they’re called to arms for 
resources, they will come. It’s been 
very heartwarming to see the 
response, it’s good for team 
bonding. 

Running the vaccination hub is 
very satisfying and the community 
is very supportive. We haven’t had 
any issues and we’ve had feedback 
about how wonderful it is to have 
access to this. 

As a community we need to 
have each other’s backs. Especially 
in a smaller, rural community.  

You can’t afford not to.
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PJs  HARDWARE
4247 PYRENEES HWY, FLAGSTAFF  
5464-2357

75 BURNS ST, MARYBOROUGH 
5461-4967

70-76 NOLAN ST, MARYBOROUGH 
5461-1556

From reo to render, from hardware to Haymes

across three convenient locations

we supply everything you need

for your building projects



24 Carat LIVING 17

Tiny movement

Enchanting off-grid Tiny House

Nestled beneath trees on a working family farm, 
this unique accommodation provides guests with 

complete privacy and all the modern luxuries.   
Sleeps 4 (1 Double and 2 single beds located in loft). 

For enquiries or to book now contact: 
pyreneestinyhouse.com    Laura 0417 014 164

C OVID-19 travel 
restrictions have 
meant more 
tourists are 
discovering what 

their own state has to offer. For 
some, like the traditional ‘grey 
nomads’ — who pre-COVID 
might have planned a months-
long trek around the country 
— this has meant shorter trips 
to destinations within their 
own state. 

Tourism operators in the 
Central Goldfields have 
noticed an influx of  visitors, 
with many new to the area 
expressing surprise at what the 
region has to offer. 

Whether it’s a weekend away 
or a weeks-long adventure of  
discovery, travellers can choose 
from free camping in the state 
parks, the comforts of  home in 
a B&B or the convenience of  a 
roadside motel. 

One option popular among 
those escaping from the city is 
the Tiny House. Initially 
started as a social movement 
attracting people permanently 
looking for a simpler, more 
sustainable life, the appeal of  

tiny house vacations is the 
seclusion and privacy they 
offer. 

Local farmers Laura and 
Kev Martin are the 
owner/operators of  Pyrenees 
Tiny House B&B.  

Set on 400 acres of  grazing 
land and surrounded by the 
Bung Bong State Forest, the 
holiday accommodation offers 
visitors the ultimate in off-grid 
living just 10 minutes from 
Maryborough.  

If  the couple weren’t busy 
enough running their farm and 
building business, Laura said 
they have been surprised at 
how popular the Tiny House 
has been.  

“Whenever travel restrictions 
are lifted, we’ve had back-to-
back bookings,” she said. 

“A lot of  guests just want to 
escape for a few days, but 
we’ve also had quite a few who 
have come here to ‘try out’ tiny 
living and see if  the lifestyle is 
really for them.” 

Proponents of  tiny house 
living say it offers a lifestyle 
reset for those reassessing what 
is important for a fulfilling life. 

A Tiny House Facebook group 
with more than 25,000 
members Australia-wide 
suggests an increasing number 
of  people are questioning 
living with big mortgages and 
the accumulation of  ‘stuff ’ 
they don’t really need. 

With three small children, 
Tiny House living is not yet a 
lifestyle choice for the Martins. 
But Laura said she can see the 
appeal of  a scaled-down life. 

“I often say to Kev, once the 
kids are off  our hands, we’re 
moving here,” she said.

Kev, Laura and their three girls.  
Photo: Edan Coombs Photography
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maryboroughdentalpractice.com

Celebrating 
our 9th year

72 High Street Maryborough 
next door to Maffescioni Motors 
Please note that we are not associated with any other  
dental practices in Maryborough with similar names.

Schedule your appointment today! 
5461-1142  

Servicing children, teenagers, adults and seniors 

Successfully treating anxious patients 

Welcoming new patients 

We accept VEDS & VGDS vouchers and  
Medicare childhood dental benefits CDBS & DVA 

Interest free payment plans (Ts&Cs apply)

Maryborough’s local Invisalign trained dentists
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35 High Street, Maryborough    |    Phone 5461 1480    |    www.highlandsociety.com.au

Experience great specials in our 

Family friendly Pipes Bistro! Sports Bar!
E X P E R I E N C E 

O U R 

OPEN 7 DAYS
LUNCH 12PM - 2PM

DINNER 5:30PM - 8PM

• Beer Garden  • Pipes Bistro  • Happy Hour  
• Courtesy Bus (Fri – Sun)  • Bowls Facilities  
• Functions  • Weddings . . . and more!

the city, but it’s more than 
worth it to live in a beautiful 
house with 150 years of  
history, on three acres of  land 
and be able to work in a space 
like this — it’s wonderful,” 
Steve said. 

“We absolutely love it here 
and have no plans of  leaving at 
all, that’s why we’ve moved 
everything down.” 

While the goldfields have 
given the pair a new version of  
life, they in turn have given the 

area access to a service usually 
only found in big cities, with 
Steve’s business Sentient 
Automation setting up shop in 
the old flour mill in 
Maryborough. 

Continued over page 

A place 
to call 
home

N OW that 
couple Steve 
Smith and 
Jenny 
Bleechmore are 

in the Central Goldfields — 
they don’t ever want to leave.  

Moving to Goldsborough, 
around 10 minutes out of  
Dunolly, from Melbourne was 
a shock to the system for the 
pair, however, they said they 
have enjoyed the change in 
lifestyle pace that comes with a 
tree-change. 

“When COVID hit we 
thought we’ve got a perfectly 
good house in the country, 
what are we still doing here?,” 
Jenny said. 

“When we first saw the 
house, we thought it would 
make a great retreat, but we 
fell in love with it too much to 
share.” 

“It is an adjustment and 
there are things you miss about 
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“We kind of  closed down a 
bit in the first chunk of  
COVID, we just did the 
necessary stuff  to keep the 
business ticking over,” Steve 
said.  

“Then business started to 
ramp up a bit more but 
travelling to and from the 
factory in Melbourne just 
wasn’t working for me 
anymore. 

“This place (the mill) came 
up for rent on Facebook in 
December of  2020 and that 
was it. I shut the factory and 
moved the business up here 
straight away. 

“It’s been a great move, it’s 
worked really well and Jenny is 
being involved more and more. 

“We haven’t yet worked with 
any local businesses, but we 
would like to. There are 
definitely industries here that 
we could service and it would 
save them having to travel to 
bigger locations like Geelong 
or Melbourne.” 

Sentient Automation 
specialises in machine and 

process automation, whether 
that be fixing broken 
machinery, modifying existing 
equipment to have it perform a 
different task or getting systems 
to work at their very highest 
level. 

“Machine automation 
covers a plethora of  
machinery. I’ve worked with all 
kinds of  machines over my 
lifetime so really, we deal with 
anything except mining 
equipment,” Steve said. 

“Usually somebody phones 
you up because they are in 
trouble, it’s a Friday afternoon 
and their machine has stopped 
working. You’re able to get in 
there and fix it and then have 
an on-going relationship with 
the business throughout the 
lifetime of  that machinery.  

“It might be improving the 
safety of  the equipment, its 
speed or efficency or 
sometimes equipment just 
doesn’t do the right thing for 
that business anymore because 
that business has changed, 
instead of  forking out a million 
dollars for a whole new 

machine, we might be able to 
re-program it to do the thing 
they now want.” 

Along with Steve’s business, 

Jenny, a glass artist and teacher 
of  the craft, also has the wheels 
in motion to set up her own 
business in the same building 
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to be named The Mill Glass 
Studio.  

Jenny has worked with glass 
for around 20 years and 
formally taught in a glass 
studio in Melbourne before 
moving to Dunolly. 

She currently runs classes 
through Ballarat Community 
Health, however plans to run 
private classes locally when 
restrictions allow.  

Glass was a passion for Jenny 
early in life and something she 
returned to when she had the 
resources — it even eventually 
led her to meet Steve. 

“I did it in year 12 at high 
school as part of  my art studies 
and loved it, but it is an 
expensive hobby so I thought 
‘I’ll pick this up again when 

I’m older’,” Jenny said. 
“When my youngest went to 

school I gave it a go. It started  
because I wanted to put some 
led-light in the house and it 
went from there.  

“I went and did an interior 
design course when I was 40 
and it’s really become a passion 
for me. 

“Steve came to a glass class 
of  mine and I was the teacher, 
that’s where we first met. We 
were friends from that and 
down the line here we are now.  

“We’ve done a lot of  glass 
work in the Goldsborough 
house together, a lot of  
restoration of  old led-light  
and I am hoping that the 
studio will be of  interest to 
local people.  

“It will probably start out as 
introduction weekends for 
people who aren’t sure and if  
they like it, they can then 
commit to bigger projects.”  

Jenny and Steve were 
initially attracted to the area 
due to the house prices, 
however both admit the move 
has changed the course of  their 
life together and created a 
dream they never would have 
come up with on their own.  

“When the apartment next 
door to the one we were 
renting together sold for three 
quarters of  a million dollars, 
we just threw that idea out the 
window, despite the fact that 
we liked our apartment and 
our life at that stage,” Jenny 
said.  

“We fell in love with the 
history and the style of  the 
house in Goldsborough and 
that has then led us to where 
we are now, running Steve’s 
business but also in the  
position to start our own glass 
studio. 

“In a way it was lucky that 
we were forced to look outside 
of  Melbourne because we 
wouldn’t have even thought of  
this set up,” Steve said. 

“This is a far better dream 
that we could have imagined. 

“We’re enjoying  exploring 
Maryborough and Dunolly 
and all the bits in between. It’s 
a really fantastic area and it’s 
got everything you need.  

“We’re really happy to have 
found ourselves here.” 



Your pathway
from school 
to employment 
Under the NDIS 

Skill based 
sessions that are reinforced by real world 

activities.  

WDEA Works supports school leavers through 
to 22 year olds with a disability, who require support 
with the transition from school to employment.  

Do you have an NDIS plan? 

Become job ready with: 

  Role-playing real life employment scenarios

  Work & Industry experience

  Preparing for an interview

  Goal development and setting

WDEA Works Maryborough |  87 Napier St |  (03) 4410 7060 | wdeaworks.org.au |

Learn more:

We support people experiencing 
disability, injury, health conditions 

that suit them.

WDEA Works supports 
Maryborough jobseekers 

employment

WDEA Works Maryborough |  87 Napier St |  (03) 4410 7060 | wdeaworks.org.au |

4,600

In the past 
12 months we 

have supported

employment

IT’S 
YOUR 

CHOICE 

Learn more:
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M R Mobility, located 
in Maryborough’s 
High Street, offers a 
range of  products 
for sale and hire, as 

well as maintenance, so local clients 
can be assured they don’t have to 
travel out of  town.  

As well as traditional aids such as 
wheelchairs and walkers, owner Craig 
Blanch is excited about the newer 
range of  scooters on the market. 

“The age-group we are aimed at 
have been through the 1960s and 
70s,” he said. 

“They had the best fashion, the best 
music, they were considered cool.   

“My aim is to make scooters – 
which were very cool in the 60s and 
70s – cool for people who are now 
aged in their 60s and 70s!”

Craig Blanch and Jena Catlow recently  
opened their High Street business,  

Mr Mobility Maryborough.
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I T’S no secret the Central 
Goldfields Shire has an older 
population but this is far from a 
negative, with a strong local aged 
care sector providing the best care 

for older residents and employment for 
hundreds in the community.  

Maryborough’s Havilah Hostel was 
founded in 1995 and has continued to 
grow alongside the community since.  

From humble beginnings, Havilah has 
now expanded to cover two sites in 
Maryborough and there are further 

expansions underway to support the 
growing aged population, with the 2016 
Census showing more than a quarter of  
the shire’s population is aged over 65.  

With the elderly most at risk of  suffering 
severe effects of  COVID-19, the aged care 
industry was on high alert as the pandemic 
began, with facilities closing their doors to 
the public, face shields introduced, along 
with personal protective equipment and of  
course, face masks.    

 
Continued over page 

On the  
front foot

89-91 High St, Maryborough  •  0429 445 550  •  www.mrmobility.com.au
Call in and see Helping you move safely

Mobility aids to help you move safely
We have every option covered when it comes to your mobility needs

SALES:  
Wide range of new and pre-loved products.  
Scooters, wheelchairs, walkers, walking sticks,  
shower and toilet commodes and so much more. 
SCOOTERS FOR HIRE:  
Borrow a scooter for 1/2 day for just $40 or a full day  
for $80. Custom time frames can be arranged. 
SERVICE AND REPAIRS:  
Give your scooter the love it deserves and get your 
scooter back to peak performance. 
PICK-UP AND DELIVERY:  
It doesn’t matter if you are at home or stuck down  
the street with a flat, Mr. Mobility can come to you! 
MOBILITY AIDS FOR RENT:  
We have a large selection of mobility aids to rent  
for those who need some temporary assistance.

LEADING INNOVATION 
Solar powered and remote 
foldable models available
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Havilah resident Joan Clarke 
and her son Rob, both with 

Contact Harald.

Bob Hooper dons his 
Contact Harald card.

In the event there was an 
outbreak in facilities, it was all 
staff  out for at least 14 days so 

residents were left with a skeleton 
staff  to care for them until a 

surge workforce could be 
allocated. 
Barb Duffin, Havilah CEO

“
”
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Havilah’s Keely Hare, Alison Steicke and Shelby Farrell  
with the Contact Harald cards. 

The system has saved 
Havilah staff  around five hours 
every day by removing the 
need to manually contact trace, 
as staff  would have to write all 
contact they had with residents 
and other staff  each day.  

“Staff, residents and visitors 
are all very thankful to have 
Contact Harald and have been 
very accepting of  wearing their 
cards,” Ms Duffin said.  

“We wanted something that 
if  there was an outbreak that 
we could definitely say who 
those residents or staff  had 
come into contact with and 
then only those staff  would 
need to isolate.  

“Hopefully soon we won’t 
need Harald but we will be 
hanging onto him for a while 
longer as added protection 
while everything opens up.” 

While Havilah followed in 
these footsteps, it also took a 
step further to ensure the safety 
of  residents and staff, 
innovating the way people 
checked in to facilities long 
before QR code sign ins and 
the Service Victoria app were 
even introduced. 

Havilah was one of  the first 
aged care services in Victoria 
to adopt Contact Harald, a 
card-based, Bluetooth 
connected contact tracing 
system in August last year.  

Developed by RMIT Health 
Transformation Lab in 
Melbourne and Safedome, a 
Bluetooth tracking company,  
Contact Harald logs 
interactions between staff, 
residents and visitors via 
Bluetooth so if  someone is a 
positive COVID case, close 
contacts can be tracked quickly 
and simply.  

Providing more than 140 
residential aged care beds and 
independent living units, 
Havilah CEO Barb Duffin said 
it was important to provide the 
best protection for residents 
and staff.  

“When we first introduced 
Harald there were no QR 

codes, electronic sign ins, 
vaccinations or rapid antigen 
testing,” she said.  

“In the event there was an 
outbreak in facilities, it was all 
staff  out for at least 14 days so 
residents were left with a 
skeleton staff  to care for them 
until a surge workforce could 
be allocated.  

“Contact Harald has been a 
massive protection for our 
residents.”  

Worn on a lanyard or clip, 
the devices record a close 
contact when two or more 
people using the cards come 
within two metres of  each 
other for a minimum of  two 
minutes, with the contact data 
downloaded from the cards 
and logged on the system 
database.  

The system is designed for 
various settings and is currently 
being used in manufacturing, 
construction, aged care and 
packaging sectors, among 
others.  

In the event a staff  member, 
resident or visitor to Havilah is 
diagnosed with COVID-19, 
Contact Harald can be used to 
see who their close contacts 
were.  



ASTERIA Services is a registered NDIS provider offering tailored Disability Support.

ASTERIA
can provide:

Call us TODAY  1800 001 992   asteria@asteria.net.au  www.asteria.net.au

ASTERIA
SERVICES
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wattletreecountryretreat.com.au 
365 Lillicur Road, Amherst  |  5463-2554

– Disability service offering respite and short term accommodation. 

- A safe environment to enjoy a unique country experience and gain life skills. 

- Needing a break or country getaway? Want an adventure experience or just to relax? Contact us now.

Wattle Tree Country Retreat  
is a respite service full of engagement, 

participation, action & adventure!
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Authorised by Matthew Guy MP, Shop 30D, Bulleen Plaza, 101 Manningham Road, Bulleen 3105.

ADVERTISEMENT

Authorised by Louise Staley MP, 177 High Street, Maryborough 3465.

Louise
STALEY MP
STATE MEMBER FOR RIPON

 177 High Street, Maryborough VIC 3465   

5461 1255 or 1300 STALEY (free call)

 Louise.Staley@parliament.vic.gov.au

LouiseStaley.com.au

STAY UP TO DATE 
AND FOLLOW ME 
ON FACEBOOK LouiseStaleyRipon

For assistance with
any State Government
matters, my office
is here to help you.

YOUR VOICE
FOR RIPON

Small Community. Big Heart!

#VisitCarisbrook 
Sponsored by Anna De Villiers

VISIT CARISBROOK

Tilly Aston Memorial Deep CreekThe Log Gaol

CPO Social Britannia Hotel Caroline’s Restaurant

Ph: 5461-1648   
192 High St,  

Maryborough

Stocking all your favourite  
magazines & publications 

Giftware for all ages  
and occasions 

VANA Newsagency  
of the Year award 

Hallmark Award- 
winning store

More than just a Newsagency

36 Division 1 Winners



One of Australia’s biggest and most trusted 
Solar Brands, now has a local Maryborough and 
Goldfields shire Regional Manager.

Peace of mind of having your solar / battery 
installed by a true national leader, and be 
looked after and installed by local people.

  Top 5 solar companies in Australia

  Top 3 in Victoria

  Trusted LOCAL people to deal with

   Your warranty and after sales 
support are as local as you are

   All the big brands

   Industry leading warranties

M A R Y B O R O U G H  &
G O L D F I E L D S  S H I R E

Maryborough, VIC
www.solarrun.com.au

1300 947 215Bill Robinson | 04 18 740 344

 your solar and your solar and  battery experts  battery experts
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C
OMMUNITIES are tackling 
climate change head on, 
rallying, quite literally, 
together to work towards 
reducing their carbon 

footprint.  
In Maryborough this takes the form of  

the Maryborough Climate Action Group 
and the currently in progress, Community 
Climate Action Plan. 

In January 2020, the Maryborough 
Climate Action Rally was held — 
spearheaded by local resident  and former 
teacher, Tony Macer — calling on the 
Central Goldfields Shire Council to 
declare a climate emergency.  

More than 200 residents rocked up to 
the rally in a massive show of  support — 
resulting in the formation of  the 
Maryborough Climate Action Group.  

What drove Tony to action? His 
grandkids.  

“I was really concerned about the 
climate and what sort of  world we’re 
leaving for our grandkids,” he said.  

“That absolutely sparked me into 
action. I’m a bit of  an impulsive person so 
pretty much overnight I decided I was 
going to do all I could, as a commitment 
to my grandchildren and all the young 

people I’ve taught in the community, that I 
would devote a large part of  my 
retirement to doing something about 
climate action instead of  just complaining 
about it.” 

Mr Macer said work on the Community 
Climate Action Plan is progressing well.  

“The group is really active and we’re in 
a really good position  — we’ve got a great 
partnership with the council, 
Maryborough Education Centre and the 
Goldfields Sustainability Group, the plan’s 
travelling along really well,” he said.  

“With the momentum we’ve had this 
year, we’re forging ahead and will be 

working long-term with the community in 
getting a whole lot of  climate projects up 
— this (community action plan) is the most 
exciting thing at the moment.” 

Tony said the climate action group is 
also in the process of  conducting 
community conversations with various  
local groups — building to a week-long 
event, set to be held next year, the Climate 
Conversation Week. 

“We ask the groups to tell us what they 
value within the community and what’s at 
risk due to climate change and then ask 
what the community could do to fix it,” he 
said.  

Renewable Newstead’s 2021 steering group.

Time for  
change
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“It can be any group, it 
could be a sporting group, 
such as a cricket club and they 
can let us know how climate 
change is impacting their 
operations and if  they have 
any solutions.” 

Tony said it’s important the 
community is driving the issue.  

“Before the rally, it wasn’t 
really an issue in the 
community,  at least not as big 
as it should have been,” he 
said.  

“Together with the council, 
the sustainability group and 
the climate action group — it’s 
been so important to put the 
issue at the forefront — it’s the 
most important thing and if  
we can galvanise the 
community, we can really get 
some momentum happening.” 

Tony said there are plenty of  
things people can do to reduce 
their footprint and that the 
council has already adopted a 
number of  strategies to reduce 
the shire’s impact. 

“Local businesses are 
noticeably getting on board 
and making changes — they’re 
being innovative and creative 
to try and reduce their impact 
which is amazing to see,” he 
said.  

“There are a lot of  people 
who are wanting to get on 
board our Climate Action 
Group, there’s been a lot of  
support. 

“We want Maryborough 
and the Central Goldfields to 
be on the front foot and we 
have a lot of  things to be 
happy about already — from 
our street lighting now being 
LEDs, businesses jumping on 
board, the huge uptake in solar 
panels, our recycling and green 
waste is fantastic and council’s 
green energy commitment — 
there’s a lot happening.” 

Just down the road in 
Newstead, group Renewable 
Newstead has been hard at 
work to establish a small-scale 
solar farm to achieve its goal to 
develop, document and 
implement a plan for switching 
to 100 percent locally 
generated, renewable energy 
in a commercially viable way 
that would benefit everyone in 
the community.  

The solar farm’s proposed 
plan is for a five megawatt 
(MW), beginning with a 2.5 
MW, capacity, which is enough 
to generate energy for 

Newstead and surrounds, 
located three kilometres west 
of  Newstead at the corner of  
Captains Gully Road and 
Clarke Lane. 

The model, advised by 
Energy for the People with 
funding grants from the 
Victorian Government, does 
not require initial community 
up-front investment and will 
allow any Newstead business 
and household the choice to 
purchase renewable energy 
from the Newstead solar farm 
by switching to the power 
retailer partner. 

Member of  the volunteer 
committee, Gen Barlow said 
the project suits the town’s 
energy needs.  

“Renewable Newstead was 
formed following a community 
summit we had where our 
community said they would 
like to address where we get 
our energy from,” she said. 

“Over the years, a changing 
group of  people, with some 
staying consistent, have worked 
on this. 

“We’re coming up with a 
solution that works for our 
community, something that 
meets the needs of  the people 
who live here, so we 
understand the demographic, 
we know what people are 
facing. 

“We’ve understood that 
people have turned their 
heating off  because they can’t 
afford their bills, so price is a 
really major factor for us as 
well.  

29

Local Tony Macer is tackling 
climate change to try and 
leave a better world for his 
grandkids, including Elka.

“We want to make 
renewable energy, generated 
locally, available at a really 
competitive price.” 

Gen said a key part of  the 
project was understanding the 
needs of  the community.  

“We have renters, we have 
home owners, and some of  the 
houses in town aren’t suitable 
for solar panels — they face 
the wrong direction to 
maximise energy generation, 
they might be old houses and 
could be shaded,” she said.  

“It became really apparent 
that we needed to make 
renewable energy for everyone, 
not just those who could afford 
it or how accommodate solar 
panels on their houses.” 

microgrids would help reduce 
their footprint,” she said.  

Construction is expected to 
start and be completed in 
2022.  

Tarnagulla is one of  those 
towns investigating microgrids, 
with its residents having the 
chance to take part in the 
three-year feasibility study 
being conducted in the town to 
examine whether it would be 
suited to going “off  grid”. 

Tarnagulla was chosen, 
along with Donald, for a three-
year study into the technical, 
cultural and social elements of  
powering the two towns via 
microgrids. 

The study will look at the 
benefits and risks of  separating 

Gen said small-scale near 
the source of  use is more 
efficient than having solar 
panels on individual homes.  

She also said the project has 
received a planning permit for 
the farm and is finalising an 
agreement with retail partner, 
Flow Power, to build, own and 
operate and also retail the 
electricity. 

Gen said other small towns 
could follow suit, but that they 
would create plans which best 
suit their needs.  

“Other towns may find that 

the towns from the main 
electricity grid and potentially 
using renewable generation, 
energy storage and backup 
generation to power the new 
microgrids. 

Microgrids are a local 
energy grid that can 
disconnect from the traditional 
grid and operate on its own 
using technologies like solar 
panels or batteries, meaning it 
can continue to generate 
energy during emergencies like 
storms, bushfires or power 
outages.



Customer   
Service Centre  
Our Customer Service Centre is located at 
22 Nolan Street, Maryborough and is open 
for cashier payments, Monday to Friday, 9am 
to 4pm. You can also speak to a friendly 
member of the team by calling 5461 0610 
or emailing mail@cgoldshire.vic.gov.au

Central   
Goldfields Art Gallery  
Whilst our Gallery is currently closed to make 
way for an exciting $1.9 million redevelopment 
project, locals and visitors can continue to 
connect with and enjoy Gallery programs in 
other ways and at alternative locations. 

Maryborough   
Regional Library  
Library lovers in the Central Goldfields 
are spoilt for choice with library services 
available across Maryborough and Dunolly, 
children’s programming, school holiday 
program and online resources. 

Did you know that Council provides 
over 40 services in our Shire? 
Here’s a snapshot of some of the 
services we provide and details on 
how you can connect with us. 

Goldfields   
Family Centre  
Located at 100 Napier Street, Maryborough, the Goldfields 
Family Centre is an integrated service offering local 
families a range of services including Maternal and 
Child Health, Immunisation, Long Day Care, Family Day 
Care, Kindergarten and Supported Playgroup. 

SUPPORTING 
OUR COMMUNITY

A N  I N S P I R I N G ,  T H R I V I N G  A N D
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Community Care  
In-home maintenance, social support groups 
and meals on wheels are just some of the 
services our Community Care team provides 
for eligible older people, young people 
with disabilities, carers and families. 

Join our team  
If you are passionate about 
delivering great customer service, 
working for a progressive and 
innovative Council, and making 
a difference to your local 
community then consider a career 
or volunteer role with us. Visit:

www.centralgoldfields.vic.gov.au/
currentvacancies

Central Goldfields Visitor   
Information Centre  
Located at the iconic Maryborough Railway Station, 
our friendly Visitor Information team have extensive 
local knowledge to help welcome visitors to our region. 
The Visit Maryborough and Surrounds Facebook page 
also offers fantastic updates about our region.

The Go Goldfields team are working to 
ensure our local children have every chance 
to grow up healthy, safe and confident. To 
find out more you can visit the Go Goldfields 
HQ at the Maryborough Resource Centre.

www.centralgoldfields.vic.gov.au

www.engage.cgoldshire.vic.gov.au

Central Goldfields Shire Council

www.facebook.com/centralgoldfields

www.twitter.com/CGShire

Connect   
with us  
Want to stay up-to-date with the latest 
news and information from Council? 

Central   
Goldfields   
Youth  
Our Central Goldfields youth team 
are making it easier for young 
people aged between 12 and 
25 years to connect, meet new 
people and learn new skills. 

Community 
Update
Spring 2021
IN THIS ISSUE: 

A thriving community 4New citizens 5Meet the team 15

Pictured: Thank you to ParkRun volunteer Brent Fairchild who captured this message of kindness at the Goldfields Reservoir in Maryborough. 
Have you seen or received a random act of kindness recently? Tag us at #BeKindCentralGoldfields and help us spread the message of kindness and positivity to support our community through the challenges of the pandemic.

Plus, keep an eye out for 
a copy of our Community 
Update publication in your 
letterbox seasonally.

P R O S P E R O U S  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  C H O I C E !
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Art at 
the heart
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S People often dismiss 
art as being not 

important, but they 
don’t realise that 

movies and theatre 
and music are all 

art as well.

Jacki Irwin, artist

“

”

C ENTRAL Goldfields 
Art Gallery has been 
described as the 
artistic jewel in the 
crown of  the Central 

Goldfields Shire. Established in 
1996 in an 1861 fire station, the 
gallery is just a two minute-walk 
from the main Maryborough 
shopping precinct.  

The gallery will be given a new 
lease on life as it undergoes a $1.9 
million redevelopment 
throughout summer and autumn. 
Currently closed to the public, the 
gallery will re-open in winter 
2022 with an exciting program of  
new exhibitions and improved 
visitor services associated with a 
dynamic, contemporary public art 
gallery.  

Gallery curator and education 
officer Helen Kaptein said the 
redevelopment was symbolic of  
the way in which the arts are 
being supported and embraced in 
the shire.   

“The project will see Central 
Goldfields Art Gallery upgraded 
to meet the requirements of  a 
contemporary public art gallery 
and ensure it meets national 
standards in the presentation of  
artworks for both touring 
exhibitions and local content,” 
she said. 

 

Helen Kaptein, Central Goldfields Art Gallery 
curator and education officer.
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“The permanent collection 
will be properly stored and 
displayed and visitor facilities 
will be extended and improved 
to ensure all ages and abilities 
are welcomed to the gallery.  

“A new entrance will be 
introduced, designed in a way 
that local people and visitors 
are encouraged to come on in 
and enjoy their public art 
gallery.” 

Local artist Jacki Irwin has 
no doubt about the 
importance of  community art.  

She is excited about the 
possibility of  creating public 
art spaces, and hopes that the 
council’s emphasis on the 
gallery will extend to the wider 
community. 

“People often dismiss art as 
being not important but they 
don’t realise that movies and 
theatre and music are all art as 
well; people would hate to live 
without their art,” Jacki said. 

Specialising in what she calls 
‘industrial art’ Jacki has 
recently been sculpting objects 
from recycled garden products. 
She has been pleasantly 
surprised at the public 
response to her work, which 
she sells at the Pickers Market 
in Maryborough and online. 

“When you buy something 
original it’s a talking point,” 
Jacki said.  

Mellita Joy has been able to connect with the local community through art,  
including through an exhibition she held at the Maryborough Resource Centre.

Artist Jacki Irwin said she is eager 
to see the local art scene grow. 

“No one is going to talk 
about your mass-produced 
picture of  a leaf  from Kmart.” 

With a background in 
community service and mental 
health, Mellita Joy knows how 
important art can be for 
community connection.  

After falling in love with 
Maryborough nearly four years 
ago, she moved here with her 
growing family and reached 
out to her new community 
through art. 

 

“I did portraits of  local 
people and displayed them at 
the resource centre,” Mellita 
said. 

“Through the exhibition I 
met Jacki, who is very creative 
and has a passion for art.” 

Jacki and Mellita are keen to 
work together with like-minded 
people once ‘COVID normal’ 
is established.  

Both women believe art is a 
vital resource for healthy 
communities. 

 

“Not all kids play sport, they 
need something too,” Mellita 
said.  

“For a lot of  kids, art is their 
saviour. Art is such a good way 
of  dealing with things that are 
going badly or a release or 
expression.  

“It holds such a higher 
importance than it is often 
given credit for.”
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WELCOME to the future of Australian farming

Proven in the paddock for over 20 years

Why does pre-sowing application of Beaulieu RUM liquid nutrients help? 
Beaulieu RUM liquid nutrients stimulates the microbial activity in the soil, giving a 
healthy environment for the crop or pasture to be sown. Bacteria and microbes 
help in the uptake of nutrients from the soil and atmosphere, free of charge. The 
increased microbial activity in the soil aids the release of "locked up" nitrogen and 
other nutrients, thus helping the development of a vigorous root system in your 
crop. 
  
What are the benefits of using Beaulieu RUM liquid nutrients? 
- Major, secondary and trace elements are immediately available because of their 
dissolved state. 
- Beaulieu RUM's high bacteria count, upon application, immediately inoculates 
the soil, kick starting microbial activity helping to break down organic matter much 
quicker. Thus increasing plant growth, soil aeration, moisture absorption, a 
healthier soil.

Beaulieu RUM liquid nutrients is an easy and effective means of nitrogen application.  
It is non-corrosive, can be applied through all types of spray systems and requires no mixing. 

RUM delivers a rich supply of N-P-K plus 9 traces and beneficial bacteria into your soil.  
As well as that, it maintains the pH and organic carbon levels.  

It is easy to use, non-corrosive and can be applied before, during or after rain 
With RUM liquid nutrients you can save up to 40% off the cost of treating the same area with urea.

EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE FROM

MICHELL WOOL
167 Railway St, Maryborough   

Call Dave on 5461-1351  OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8am - 5pm

Whether you're growing a vege garden down the back paddock or you're  
one of the largest wheat growers in the country, we've got you covered.

Typical Analysis 
A typical sample of Beaulieu RUM has 
all of this in it (values shown as mg/L). 
Nitrogen (N)  . . . . . . .150 000 (15%) 
Phosphorus (P) . . . . .11 000 (1.1%) 
Potassium (K)  . . . . . .14 000 (1.4%) 
Sulphur (S)  . . . . . . . .96 
Calcium (Ca)  . . . . . .44 
Magnesium (Mg) . . . .110 
Sodium (Na)  . . . . . . .110 
Copper (Cu)  . . . . . . .0.10 
Zinc (Zn)  . . . . . . . . . .0.23 
Manganese (Mn) . . . . 0.49 
Iron (Fe)  . . . . . . . . . .2.6 
Boron (B)  . . . . . . . . .0.16
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L IFE on the land 
can be tough. 
There’s the 
unpredictability 
of  weather, 

impacts of  wildlife and pests, 
the financial pressures and the 
overwhelming amount of  time 
needed to run a successful 
business.  

Throughout the Central 
Goldfields Shire, businesses, 
families and tree changers are 
not only adapting to the 
constantly changing variables 
of  working within the 
agricultural industry, but 
thriving.  

Whether they are adapting 
to climate change by altering 
what crops or products are 
grown, developing new 
techniques to reduce their 
footprint or even finding new 
technologies to reach a wider 
audience — the region is 
bursting with innovative and 
interesting businesses within 
the agriculture industry and 
beyond. 

C REATING crops 
of  capers wasn’t 
what Heather 
and Robert 
Cooper intended 

when they made plans to 
move to the small town of  
Bealiba, but 22 years on 
they’re now one of  three 
Victorian producers with 
some truly unique practices. 

Robert first stumbled across 
a caper bush back in 2006 at a 
bush nursery in South 
Australia, and said bringing a 
cutting home was where it all 
began. 

“I don’t know anyone else 
who has persisted with the 
capers as a commercial 
product like we have,” he said. 

“We have a little block of  
land we initially planted olive 
trees on, but over a period of  
about seven years we had 
continual drought. You need 
rain for the trees to flower 
during the winter, we had no 
winter rain so the olives were 
a bit of  a flop. 

Pea-sized 
success

“When I brought home the 
caper cutting, I started growing 
them as a hobby. I kept 
propagating them into about 
30 bushes. That’s when other 
people became interested in 
buying them.” 

The capers were soon so 
popular that the Coopers 
removed some of  their olive 
trees to make room for what is 

now a 350-plant commercial 
crop of  capers and small 
business — Cooper Capers. 

Thanks to Heather’s green 
thumb and help from their son, 
the Coopers have created 
innovative practices to make 
the most of  the crop from how 
the plant is grown down to 
specific hours for harvesting. 

Unlike many plants, capers 

don’t tolerate being in a pot 
due to their deep root system, 
which descend vertically. 

“Most people grow the 
bushes in the ground and you 
have to employ people to pick 
the capers on their knees 
because they’re so low,” 
Heather said. 

 
Continued over page 
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“Robert’s secret is once we 
realised we had to hand pick 
the capers, he planted them up 
high in tubs with the bottoms 
cut out so although they 
appear to be in pots, the roots 
can go into the ground, which 
no other grower seems to have 
done. 

“I cannot fathom how 
people haven’t thought of  that 
before.” 

The tub system also 
eliminates the need for 
extensive weeding which 
Robert said is a big problem, 
and combined with a unique 
irrigation system seriously cuts 
down on manual labour. 

“Capers don’t need much 
water because they’re a desert 
plant,” he said. 

“I’ve set up a removable 
irrigation system, which means 
when it comes to pruning it’s 
much easier. 

“The original plants had the 
irrigation pipe running 
through it. To avoid cutting the 
pipe I could only prune a few a 
day by hand. The new system 
runs along the top of  the 
plants and can easily be taken 
off.” 

Capers are the green, 
unripened flower buds of  the 

caper bush and weigh a little 
more than a pea. Each harvest 
produces around 400 
kilograms and the picking 
process starts in mid 
November and runs right 
through to March.  

“The picking is the absolute 
key,” Heather said. 

Over 30 years experience, 
specialising in high 
quality colour offset 

& digital printing

Sales, Estimating & Production 
ben@csprinting.com.au

52 LOCH STREET MARYBOROUGH 
P: (03) 5460 4222  |  M: 0416 583 793

YOUR ORIGIN AUTHORISED DEALER

Greg & Heather McNeilly 
Ph 5463-2312 or 0427 090 172 

Talbot Bottle Gas

No Yearly Rental.                                                    
No Delivery Fee.

We are prepared to pack a 
compass and two cut 

lunches to deliver our gas!

Clunes

Newstead

Beaufort

Talbot
Smythesdale

Barkly

Tarnagulla

Waubra

Delivering gas  
over a 75km  

radius!
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Country charm
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“If  we didn’t have our 

picking system, designed to 
maximise produce, there would 
be no profit. 

“You’re picking a bud, it’s 
like picking tea, it’s very 
delicate. We start picking at 6 
am until about 10 am. That’s 
when the plant’s stalk starts 
drooping.” 

The capers are then taken 
down to Bealiba’s church hall 
which the Cooper’s rent to sort 
the capers into sizes, salt and 
pickle them. The capers are 
then sealed into light weight 
bags, another of  Robert’s 
clever ideas. 

“Capers are sold in 
supermarkets in a little glass 
jar, but we experimented with 
that and the jar and lids were 
about a $1 each and had to be 
sterilised,” Heather said. 

“Robert came up with the 
idea of  soft packs, so he got a 
sealer and that’s how we 
started doing it. 

“It makes them easier to 
transport because there’s no 
risk of  breaking jars and 

they’re very light to move.” 
The capers are shipped off  

to local wineries and markets 
where Heather has taken the 
opportunity to showcase the 
many culinary uses of  the 
caper. 

“As a cookery teacher, I love 
holding a demonstration to 
show people how to use 
capers,” she said. 

“Whatever stage you’re at 
with your cooking, you can use 
them. 

“With the pandemic, the 
culinary arts at home is about 
all we’ve got left to do so 
people have been far more 
interested in home cooking and 
finding different ingredients.” 

While many of  the Cooper’s 
practices are, from what they 
can see, a first when it comes to 
Australia’s caper industry, 
Heather said it really all comes 
down to common sense. 

“I think country people do 
find the sensible solutions to 
things, because we have to live 
with nature and you have to 
work around it,” she said.

HONEY has 
been a passion 
project for 
Andrew 
LeFevre for a 

few years now, but moving to 
Maryborough has increased 
this passion 10-fold with the 
family now operating a contact-
free unfiltered honey business 
right out of  their letter box. 

Andrew, mum Peri and 
brother Brendan made their 
tree change to the Central 
Goldfields Shire from the surf  
coast  just a few years ago and 
now live in Maryborough and 
also own property near Talbot.  

Much like the traditional 
honesty system set-ups that can 
be seen for produce along 
country roads, the LeFevre 
family have honey for sale out 
of  their letter box, located on 
Dundas Road, but instead of  a 
cash box, there is a QR code 
which takes customers to an 
online store. 

Andrew said the contact free 
and online set-up makes sense 
particularly in the context of  
last 18 months and as we move 

even closer to a cash-less 
society. 

“Having the QR code 
means you don’t have to worry 
about having cash. People 
know how to use them at the 
moment and it means it’s 
contact free,” he said.  

“The QR is from a free 
generation site, I set up the site 
through Square Payments and 
Weebly and it’s simple to use. It 
wasn’t too hard to do. 

“We have two hives here in 
Maryborough and four on our 
property in Talbot.  

“Out the front we’ve had a 
couple of  sales, we’ve had a lot 
of  our neighbours get some 
honey.  

“Whatever we put out at 
Talbot seems to disappear very 
quickly.” 

Peri said it’s not just the 
people that are nicer in the 
country — the bees are too. 

“I wanted to move here 
because of  the great disability 
services for Brendan and it’s 
been a really good move. 
Andrew bought this house up 
here in Maryborough and we 
love it,” she said.  

“We used to live in 
Winchelsea, Andrew had bee 
hives down there and we ended 
up getting rid of  them because 
they were wild. 

Continued over page 
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6 Drive In Court, Maryborough Vic 3465  |  5460 4700  |  www.thegoldcentre.com.au

OPEN  
7 DAYSCOILTEK GOLD CENTRE

•  Gold prospecting tours                                   •  Minelab metal detector hire 
•  Detector coils, picks & pans                           •  Showroom and nugget display 
•  Headphones, speakers & audio boosters      •  Second-hand detectors 
•  Metal detecting accessories                            •  Battery systems & chargers 

Australia’s largest 
prospecting supplier

“Drop in for a chat, you never know what you’ll learn  
or who you will meet!”

“They were on canola and 
there’s something about it that 
makes them angry. It’s like a 
drug to them. While there is 
canola here, it’s not as close 
and there are plenty of  other 
plants to choose from. 

“When we got these new 
flow hives we noticed that the 
bees were a lot different here.  

“The good thing about bees 
is they look after themselves. 
You don’t have to look after 
them, you don’t have to feed 
them and when the time 
comes you can collect the 
honey without disturbing them  
too much.” 

As the main beekeeper for 
their small-scale operation, 
Andrew said the bees here are 
less of  a threat. He also said 
the flow hives he uses allow 
him to take the honey without 
disrupting the bees at all.  

“With the flow hives you just 
turn the tap and the honey 
flows straight out into a tub or 
a jar, rather than having to 
smoke them and remove the 
frames to extract the honey,” 
he said.  

“I did about two hours of  
learning with the person I 
bought the first two set ups 
from. How to take care of  

in flowers they like really. 
“We have a lot of  variety in 

our garden and we try and 
pick what they like. 

“They seem to have 
preferences in lavender, they 
like the more modern brighter 
type with the petals on the top 
rather than the traditional 
sort.”   

 Andrew is also working on 
an app which collects 
information about other off-
road stalls and puts them on a 
map, however this is still a little 
way off.

them, how to use the set up, 
what to look for, how to replace 
the queen if  she needs to be 
replaced and that’s about it. 

“Bees are fun to be around 
and they are worth looking 
after. 

“You don’t even need a suit 
here, they’re very friendly. I’ve 
been stung multiple times, but 
not really here.” 

Andrew said the move to the 
country has also changed the 
flavour of  honey the family 
produces.  

“Down at Winchelsea our 
honey was more bland, up here 
it’s very sweet,” he said.  

“The bees here like the 
gazania flowers, they like our 
neighbour’s willow and palm 
trees. Anything light coloured 
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Room to 
grow

Proudly grown in Dunolly  
in the heart of the  
Victorian Goldfields 

0424 060 281 
squirrelgullysaffron.com.au

Tempt your tastebuds 

Saffron Cultured Butter Kit 
Saffron Salt 
Cook at Home Paella Kits 
Saffron and Lime  
Dulce de Membrillo 
Saffron and Muntrie  
Berry Sherbet
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A  passion for 
animals, 
farming and the 
rural lifestyle 
has led 24-year-

old Leah Haworth all the way 
from the UK to Dunluce 
where she’s proving to be a 
jack of  all trades, combining 
her knowledge of  animal 
health products with on-farm 
practises. 

Leah started life in England 
before her family made the 
move to Margaret River in 
Western Australia when she 
was 10. 

The rural lifestyle caught 
Leah’s attention and she was 
soon spending her school 
holidays working on a local 
dairy farm and breaking in 
horses, eventually completing 
her final two years of  high 
school at an agricultural 
college. 

Working in the Wheatbelt as 
a roustabout, Leah met her 
partner Ben Weir and made 
the bold decision to pack up 
25-odd chooks, a dog and a 
horse, truck them across the 
Nullaboor and join Ben on his 
Dunluce sheep and crop farm 
four years ago. 

“I love the lifestyle and I 
think it all comes from being 
taken around to animal farms 
as a kid,” she said. 

“We were an outdoors family 
which is why we moved to WA. 

“It’s funny the path you end 
up on. As soon as you get your 
foot in the door with 
agriculture, the possibilities are 
endless.” 

Outside of  working on the 
farm, Leah is Crameri CRT’s 
animal husbandry sales officer, 
travelling around the region 
supporting and advising 
farmers on livestock nutrition 
and animal health. 

“We have about 100 farms 
locally that I help who have 
everything from sheep, cattle, 
horses and pigs,” she said. 

“It’s usually about improving 
vaccination programs, we can 
do worm testing to help with 
drench recommendations, 
when to join them, it’s all to 
enhance the animal’s health. 

“It’s all about how they can 

streamline their production 
system and what products to 
use to get a better output and 
look after their stock really 
well. 

“It’s great to go out on the 
farms and see how other 
people operate, there’s such a 
diverse range of  farmers here 
and they all have a unique way 
of  doing things.” 

Having a foot on the farm 
and at Crameri’s gives Leah a 
unique insight into the 
products she’s recommending. 

“New products come out all 
the time,” she said. 

“If  companies come into the 
shop and say ‘we’ve got this 
new product’ and tell me how 
good it is, I’ll often bring it 
home and do a trial on the 
farm, collect some data, and 
then I’ve got some proof  of  
how good it actually is and can 
advise farmers. 

“It’s great to see what works 
for other people, because then 
I can always bring it home and 
implement it on the farm.” 

Bringing the knowledge of  
top rate products home along 
with the practises she’s seen at 
other farms also helps Leah 
and Ben’s approximately 3000 
ewes. 

Producing lambs for meat, 
the farm is focusing on ewes 
producing triplets and creating 
a shedding herd. 

“A lot of  our ewes will have 
triplets. We’re breeding for 
high fertility sheep that’ll 
eventually have no wool,” she 
said. 

Continued over page 
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The GOAT

“We bought some rams with 
the booroola gene ,which is for 
high fertility. They pass that 
onto the ewe and when she has 
twos and threes, we separate 
them, they get lambed into 
mobs of  no more than 100 in 
good sheltered paddocks and 
lots of  feed.  

“Management is the key 
with triplet bearing ewes. They 
get two vaccines prior to 
lambing, a booster injection for 
trace minerals, extra grain and 
are frequently monitored.  

“To raise three lambs is a 
big ask so that’s why we need 
to look after them the best we 
can. Now a couple of  years in 
we are getting some really 
good lamb marking 
percentages which makes the 
extra effort all worth it.  

“Shearing is a really hard 
few weeks for us due to the 
large ewe size, so the five-year 
goal is to breed the wool off  all 
our ewes so they naturally 
shed.  

“Not many farms around 
this area run a large shedding 
herd but we are hoping this 
will be a game changer for us.” 

C HANGES in 
climate conditions 
as well as 
consumer 
demand have led 

to an increase in goat farming 
throughout Australia. 

Once considered an after-
thought meat, or a pest, the 
last few years has seen demand 
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for goat meat grow as people 
recognise the health benefits of  
a leaner, protein rich meat. 

Farmer Drew Symons began 
developing his Boer goat stud 
five years ago, when 
considering the best stock for 
his 400-acre property at 
Carisbrook. 

“Originally I bought the 
place to run cattle, but it was 
full of  artichoke thistle and 
rocks,” Drew said.  

“I sprayed the weeds at the 
start and realised how costly it 
was to do that. I found a goat 
producer, spoke to them and 
took some thistle with me to 
their place and the goats ate 
it.” 

Although Drew stumbled 
across Boer goats out of  
necessity, he has been 
pleasantly surprised at how 
successful the goats have been. 
From a small herd of  20, he 
currently has approximately 
300 and plans to phase out 
cattle over time to exclusively 
raise goats. 

According to Meat and 

Livestock Australia (MLA) the 
value of  Australian goat meat 
exports rose 29 percent in 
2019. Prior to the pandemic, 
Australia was one of  the largest 
exporters of  goat meat. While 
exports have slowed down with 
COVID restrictions, the 
domestic market is embracing 
goat meat in record numbers. 

“Sydney and Melbourne are 
great markets for the meat, 
people can’t get enough of  it at 
the moment,” Drew said. 
“There is a growing export 
market for live goats, but I’m 
not interested in that.” 

While Drew said it would be 
great to have more breeders 
and producers in the market, 
he doesn’t want people to rush 
out and buy goats thinking 
they will make easy money. 
The past five years has been a 
steep learning curve as he has 
adapted farming methods to 
the needs of  the goats. 

“One thing that makes them 
hard to breed is that Boers are 
terrible mothers,” Drew said. 

“If  you just threw a herd in 
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have worked in restaurants in 
Melbourne and on the 
Mornington Peninsula. I knew 
I wanted to do something food 
related and there was that 
limitation of  what would suit 
the climate.”  

While Drew set to work 
installing solar energy and 
batteries, Rosemary researched 
the climate and farming 
conditions required for 
different types of  crops. 

“I was conscious that I 
wanted to grow something that 
didn’t need a lot of  water, 
didn’t need to be refrigerated, 
so something that has quite a 
long shelf  life,” Rosemary said.  

“Also, we have really hot 
summers out here in central 
Victoria but we also have really 
frosty winters. Not all plants 
are suited to that environment 
unless you set up a hot house. 

“Saffron is quite hardy, 
doesn’t need to be refrigerated 
and ticks all the boxes.” 

By planting saffron in raised 
garden beds, Rosemary said 
they are able to monitor their 
water usage and soil quality, 
which ensures the product is 
organically grown and 
customers can be confident 
that the product they buy is 
freshly picked from the farm 
with no pesticides or 
herbicides. 

Like many throughout the 
world, the COVID-19 
pandemic brought new 
challenges to the burgeoning 
saffron business. Initially, most 
of  Rosemary’s clients were 
restaurants and cafes.  

As lockdowns and travel 

restrictions began, Rosemary 
identified a niche in the 
market. 

“I’ve developed some new 
products for people who are 
making their own food at 
home,” Rosemary said. 

“I’m moving into more easy-
to-use products to make it 
more accessible so home cooks 
are not scared of  using saffron. 
I’ve recently released a new 
Spanish-inspired sofrito salt 
that’s a mix of  pyramid salt 
from Boort blended with 
saffron, smoked paprika, 
garlic, lemon zest and a few 
other bits and pieces.  

“I’m also working on a 
French-inspired bouillabaisse 
salt with fennel and garlic 
through it. The salts are a 
ready-to-go product made to 
be very easy for the home cook 
and can be sprinkled on salads, 
roast veg, marinate chicken or 
fish.” 

Rosemary has also 
developed saffron-infused 
cultured butter kits, saffron 
infused honey and ready-to-
cook paella kits. 

As the business continues to 
grow and the couple meet new 
challenges, Rosemary 
encourages anyone 
contemplating a change of  
lifestyle to do their research, 
take a deep breath and make 
the move.  

“As a general rule I am so 
glad I have come out from the 
city, I think it has been the best 
move. I am very encouraging 
of  others to make the move if  
that’s what they want to do,” 
she said.

Change of pace

a paddock and didn’t supervise 
them when they are kidding, 
you would lose a lot of  kids 
because the mothers often 
wander off  and leave them as 
soon as they have given birth. 

“The first few years we lost a 
lot of  kids to the cold and to 
foxes.” 

Goats have a reputation for 
eating anything, but they do 
need a diet that includes lots of  
fibre, particularly through the 
winter months. The kids don’t 
have a layer of  fat like lambs, 
so breeding should be planned 
for the warmer months. 

“My advice to anyone 
considering goats is to get set 
up properly before investing in 
a herd,” Drew said. 

“I had someone ring the 
other day wanting to buy 20 
goats. I told him to buy a 
maremma first and get it 
trained properly before 
investing any money.” 

In spite of  the pitfalls, Drew 
is happy he ignored the advice 
of  others and invested in goats 
rather than sheep. While good 
meat prices have justified his 
investment in goats, there is 
something about goats that 
makes them fun to raise.  

“Sheep don’t have a lot of  
personality, they all seem like 
clones of  each other,” Drew 
said. 

“Goats are easy to work, 
have a good temperament and 
they’re all a bit different.” 

S EVEN years ago, 
Melbourne couple 
Drew Black and 
Rosemary Pamic 
moved to a 10-acre 

property on the outskirts of  
Dunolly to start living their 
dream of  an off-grid life. 

As Rosemary explains, 

buying the property was the 
culmination of  several years of  
planning and research. 

“Drew trained at the Royal 
Australian Navy in electrical 
engineering and has always 
had an interest in alternative 
energy,” Rosemary said.  

“I am a qualified chef  and 
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Come visit us at  
145 Davies Road,  

Talbot

Open 8am-4pm  
Monday-Friday 

Weekends by appointment

Bringing 5 generations of  
honest Australian goodness  

to contemporary tastes  
across the globe

Celebrating little Aussie companies producing to the world

You’ll find a touch of Stoney Creek in each of these products 
1300 352 948  |  stoneycreekoil.com.au  |  5463-2340
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Family 
ties

 
 
 
 

 
REAL ESTATE 
 Elizabeth Teal  0408 521 363 
 Heathcliffe Teal 0400 599 567 

 

ELDERS AVOCA 
109 High Street 
Avoca Vic 3467 
Ph:  03 5465 2000 
 

LIVESTOCK 
 Tim Hill  0427 177 133 

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
AVOCA, MARYBOROUGH 
& SURROUNDING AREAS 

Contact the Elders Avoca Team 
for all your Livestock, Merchandise &  
Real Estate needs. 

W ALKING 
around the 
Davies’ 
family 
property, 

just outside of  Talbot, it is 
clear that Lisa Coates is proud 
of  her family’s history.  

An old miner’s cottage 
surrounded by decades-old 
flowers and fruit trees is a 
living reminder of  Lisa’s great-
grandmother – a young 
mother raising her children in 
the time before washing 
machines and microwaves.  

The skeleton of  a four-wheel 
cart takes you back even 
further, to when the farm was 
first established in the middle 
of  the bustling goldfields of  
central Victoria. 

“It’s amazing to think about 
what they faced back in those 
days,” Lisa said.  

“And now, my children are 
the sixth generation here. We 
have a real connection to the 
farm.” 

Thirty years ago, the farm 
was given a new lease of  life as 
Stoney Creek Oil Products. 
Lisa’s parents, Coral and Fred 
Davies, saw a niche in the 
market for locally produced 
flaxseed oil, meal and flour. 
Today, the thriving business, 
which includes hemp oil 
among its products, is finding it 
hard to keep up with demand. 

As Lisa explains, more 
people have become aware of  
the health benefits of  the 
flaxseed which is used in 
products as diverse as make-up, 
paint and lactation foods.  

“We have a lot of  bakeries 
all over Australia screaming 

out for our products, they 
absolutely love it,’ she said.  

“In the past few years, one of  
the most popular uses for 
Stoney Creek’s products is in 
foods that aid lactation such as 
boobie bikkies and boobie 
muesli.  

“We are also finding 
increasing demand with dog 
food companies, for use in 
cosmetics and protein 
supplements.” 

With growers throughout 
Australia, Lisa said the quality 
of  the produce can vary 
according to factors such as 
rainfall, soil conditions and 
insect damage. 

Having a variety of  
customers means Stoney Creek 
can support its farmers no 
matter the quality of  their 
crop. 

“Every raw batch of  
material that goes through is 
sent away to a lab,” Lisa said. 

“They do a microanalysis so 
we know exactly what quality 
it is. If  it doesn’t come up to 
human-line grade we will put 
it into our animal lines, that 
way we can still support those 
farmers. We also have a raw-
line for paints. So we have 
three choices that it can go 
into.” 

Although the business has 
expanded considerably, Lisa 
said they still enjoy meeting 
individual clients who come to 
the farm. 

“It gives us a chance to 
discuss face-to-face the 
products and their benefits, as 
well as suggest recipes and 
ideas for including them in 
their daily diet,” she said.  

“The hemp oil, for example, 
is great for inflammation from 
sports injuries and arthritis. 
And the flour is terrific for 
people with gluten 
intolerance.” 

THE VOICE OF THE  
CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS 

Phone: 5461-3570 

www.goldfieldsfm.org.au 

facebook.com/goldfieldsfm
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Farming for the future

VERIS U3  
& EM38  

Soil Analytics

Take the guesswork 
out of understanding your soil.

High-definition field scanning. 
Unmatched precision.

PRECISION AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

driscollag.com.au

MARYBOROUGH 
5461 1922

ST ARNAUD 
5495 1166

M ODERN 
technology 
coupled with 
local 
knowledge 

means professional 
agronomists at Driscoll Ag take 
the guesswork out of  farming. 

Operating for more than 20 
years, Driscoll Ag is leading 
the way in agronomy services 
tailored to meet the needs of  
central Victorian farmers.  

As a local business, they can 
provide advice year round and 
deliver supplies straight to 
farms. 

Like the rest of  the Driscoll 
Ag team, Lewis Cain grew up 
in the area. After completing 
his education at Maryborough 
Education Centre, Lewis spent 
four years in the US on a  
track and field scholarship 
where he studied Agricultural 
Business.   

“When the pandemic first 
hit, I moved back home and 
finished my studies online then 
got offered a job at Driscoll 
Ag,” Lewis said. 

Since starting with Driscoll 
Ag, Lewis has become 

something of  an expert in two 
machines, the Veris U3 and 
EM38. The Veris measures  
pH and EC (electrical 
conductivity), while the EM38 
measures soil electrical 
conductivity (EC) at designated 
depths.  

“I started off  just driving the 
machines but now I manage all 
the data and process it all to 
create the maps as well,” he 
said. 

“We’ll drive across the 
paddock and collect live data, 
this data is then processed and 
ground truthed for accuracy.  

“From that Veris data, we 
present the client with a pH 
map, electrical conductivity 
map, a zone map, an elevation 
map and then depending on 
results a variable rate lime and 
or gypsum map.  

“There is then potential to 
go back and further soil test in 

each zone to get a variable rate 
Nitrogen and Sulphur map 
also.  

“It’s a great investment for 
farmers, as it takes all the guess 
work out and allows the farmer 
to have greater knowledge of  
their soils and have complete 
confidence of  their inputs.  

“Precision agriculture is the 
way of  the future, it’s a pretty 
exciting time to be in the 
industry.”

Lewis Cain and Cameron Morrison analysing crop growth 
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Barry Plant understands why so many out of town 
buyers are moving to regional Victoria and up-
sizing to larger homes.

As experienced local agents, we know that it’s 
important to prioritise the issues that are driving 
our clients to desire a larger home in regional cities.

Every person’s circumstances are different and we 
work with our investors and purchasers to assist 
them in finding their next home in and around 
regional Victoria.

Below are the most common reasons why people 
decide to up-size. 

Your family is growing.                                                 
This is the most common motivation to up-size. 
You can get away with a smaller home with young 
children, but teenagers need their own space for 
everyone’s sake. When searching for a larger home, 
focus on what will work with teenagers and young 
adults in the house. 

It’s a good investment.                                                    
With the market powering ahead right now, it’s a 
great idea to think about a larger home as a long-
term, stable investment. 

Need the room to stretch out.                                          
If you’ve got toys under your feet, a Lego brick 
wedged into your in-step, a couch that’s too small 
and a TV that’s too big, then you’re probably feeling 
cramped. Being able to walk through your home and 
enjoy a sense of space is a terrific feeling.

Privacy is a priority.                                                        
Many people will up-size to have some privacy in 
their lives. A room dedicated to a hobby, or a double 
garage where you can tinker with engines on the 
weekend, is many people’s idea of heaven

Working from home.                                                        
We have learned that we can work effectively from 
home. We don’t lose time commuting and can 
attend meetings over the internet, we can achieve 
a work life balance. However. We really need a home 
office to enable us to be effective.

Barry Plant offer a comprehensive Property 
Management service as well as a great sales 
experience.

If you would like help with your property investment 
options or simply want to know what your home is 
worth, call the Barry Plant Maryborough team on   
03 5461 4683.

Talk to us for better results.

Maryborough 5461 4683.

Lynelle Trickey 
Senior Property Manager

Tyson Spokes
Real Estate Consultant

Adam Henderson
Real Estate Consultant

Moving to the regions.
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Call (03) 5461 1000
www.evolutionkitchens.com.au
18 Drive In Court, Maryborough

We Listen, Design, Build & Install, 
organising all subtrades as required. 
Heritage, Contemporary, New Builds 

& Renovations

Kitchens, bathrooms, laundries, custom 
cabinets and robes. 

Servicing Maryborough,Castlemaine,
Maldon, Newstead, Dunolly, Avoca

and Talbot districts.

Our showroom is practicing
all safety measures.
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Hot  
property

A  recent study by the 
Australian Bureau of  
Statistics (ABS), found 
internal migration 
from cities to regional 

areas to be the highest on record.  
Unlike other years, where 

population flow between cities and 
regions was fairly stable (the number 
of  people leaving cities was equal to 
the number arriving), in the 2020 
calendar year, Greater Melbourne 
experienced a net loss of  26,000 
people, with more than half  of  those 
moving to regional Victoria. 

This has had a huge flow on effect 
in the regions, with the housing 
market and building industry 
running at break-neck speed in an 
attempt to keep up with demand.  

Thanks to government incentives 
introduced as a result of  the 
coronavirus pandemic, including the 
First Home Owners Grant, coupled 
with the First Home Buyers Grant, 
the building industry has gone mad, 
with local companies busier than 
ever. 

Continued over page 
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The country lifestyle has drawn people into regional areas in mass numbers.   
Photo: Jason Rogers Photography  
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In Maryborough’s housing 
estate Whirrakee Rise, zero 
lots are left for stages 10, 11 
and 12 and blocks have 
already been snapped up at the 
currently being constructed, 
Waratah Place Estate.   

Maffescioni Homes is one 
company which has 
experienced an increase in 
demand that “exceeded 
expectations” over the past 15 
months, owner Aaron 
Maffescioni said.  

“The last 15 months we’ve 
experienced an increased 
demand for new homes, 
extensions and renovations,” 
he said.  

“Demand has increased so 
much that we’ve had to turn 
away or refer to other local 
builders in some instances.” 

The increase in business has 
even seen Maffescioni’s 
expand. 

“We have increased our staff  
with two new employees to 
help cater for the higher 
demand,” Aaron said.  

“Many of  our sub-
contractors have also been 
busier and have employed 
apprentices.” 

Aaron said people are 
jumping at the chance to 
purchase locally, whether that’s 
for existing homes, building a 
new one or renovating.  

“Investors are buying both 
older homes and renovating, 
and purchasing land and 
building new homes, basically 
whatever they can purchase 
really,” he said.  

“The demand has exceeded 
our expectations.” 

 This demand is echoed by 
the Real Estate Institute of  
Victoria’s September quarter 
report which revealed an 
annual growth rate in regional 
Victoria of  22.8 percent for 
houses and 18.8 percent for 
units. In the last year alone, 
165 three-bedroom homes 

have sold in the Maryborough 
area.  

Coby Perry from 
Professionals Maryborough 
said metropolitan COVID 
restrictions have driven a 
noticeable increase in demand 
for properties in the area. 

“Since the pandemic began, 
we have seen a strong demand 
for both sales and leasing, with 
people looking to escape the 
metro area for a tree change 
and more affordable living,” he 
said.  

“There is extensive demand 
for buyers wanting new homes, 
however the scarcity of  vacant 
land has driven a strong 
interest for existing homes.” 

Barry Plant Ballarat, which 
services the Maryborough 
area, has also experienced 
increased interest in the region. 
Although the demand for new 
homes is high, sales agent 
Adam Henderson said older-
style homes with the potential 
to renovate are appealing to 
buyers new to the area. 

“The Californian Bungalow 
style homes and traditional 

residences have proven be 
extremely popular,” Adam 
said.  

“A great example would be 
an historical sandstone 
homestead in Maryborough. 
The property attracted strong 
interest from locals and buyers 
from Melbourne, interstate and 
even the United States. The 
home was snapped up after its 
first open-house inspection.” 

First National 
owner/principal Craig Bell 
said in his 37 years as a real 
estate agent, he has never seen 
demand so high.  

“It’s been extraordinary, at 
the moment prices are at an 
all-time high and they’ve 
increased exponentially over 
the last 12 months,” he said.  

Craig said interest has been 
coming from right across the 
state.  

“That demand hasn’t just 
come from Melbourne either, 
it’s also been from regional 
parts of  the state and locally as 
well,” he said.  

“If  people are moving here 
or starting families here, that 

has flow on effects for the 
town, it’s a great thing.” 

While astronomical house 
prices and COVID-restrictions 
have undoubtedly influenced 
many people to consider a 
‘tree-change’, Kate Ashton, 
from Maryborough/Ballarat 
Real Estate, believes many 
buyers are surprised at the 
unexpected benefits of  
relocating to the country. 

“Our secret hiding place has 
now been discovered,” Kate 
said.  

“Current residents and 
people who have lived here 
forever know how amazing it is 
with our community support 
and our facilities, and now 
we’re sharing it with even more 
people.” 

Kate’s obvious passion for 
Maryborough has been 
reflected in the feedback she 
receives from residents who 
have recently made the area 
their home. As she explains, 
many who move here for 
affordable real estate discover 
the hidden rewards of  country 
life. 

Maryborough, along with the rest of  the  
Central Goldfields is seeing a sea of   
people making a move to the area.  
Photo: Jason Rogers Photography 

The Central Goldfields Shire’s property market has boomed during the pandemic, with the relaxed lifestyle and 
affordable houses drawing people from metropolitan areas. Photo: Central Goldfields Shire Council 
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“The lifestyle, the 
community, the fresh air, 
people saying hello and being 
friendly. It’s safe, it’s neat and 
tidy and we don’t need to leave 
town because most services are 
already here,” Kate said.  

“We can go for a walk 
around the lake or the res or 
up to Bristol Hill or go out to 
Dunolly and go for a ride. We 
have so much in our local 
community that is great to be 
involved in.” 

The continuing migration of  
people from metro to regional 
areas has seen property prices 
in once-affordable cities like 
Ballarat and Bendigo align 
with the inner-suburbs of  
Melbourne. Those looking to 
downsize their mortgage while 
up-sizing their property are 
looking further afield for their 
‘tree-change’ dream. 

Driscoll Douglas East Rural 
Real Estate services all rural 
regions from Maryborough to 
Birchip and surrounds. Since 
establishing around 18 months 
ago, Brett Douglas has been 
pleasantly surprised at the 
success of  the business.  

As well as large, broad acre 
farms, interest in residential 
properties has increased and, 
according to Brett, hobby 
farms are selling within days of  
being listed. 

“In my time in real estate 
I’ve never seen anything like 
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this before, it’s unbelievable,” 
Brett said. 

“In the past, interest was 
usually from local people 
based in the area. It’s 
incredible the amount of  
interest from people from 
everywhere. Buyers are 
coming from far and wide to 
purchase, some aren’t even 
viewing the property. We 
recently sold a rural property 
to people from Toowoomba, 
sight unseen. 

“COVID has certainly 
changed the demographics of  
real estate, there’s no doubt 

about that. People are wanting 
to exodus the cities and come 
to the rural areas, that’s pretty 
evident from the buyers we are 
getting from the city areas.” 

Driscoll Douglas East Rural 
Real Estate was formed when 
Brett, his son Tristan, Troy 
Driscoll (of  Driscoll Ag) and 
Zac East realised they had 
something unique to offer the 
local market.  

As well as many years 
working in real estate, all four 
are from rural backgrounds 
and are experienced 
agronomists.  

“Our motto is ‘We wear 
boots not ties’,” Brett said. 

“This lets people know we 
are rural people, all from rural 
backgrounds servicing the 
rural community. We are well 
qualified to comment when it 
comes to selling farmland, 
which probably sets us apart 
from other companies.” 

While feedback from agents 
across the board is that 
although many new residents 
love the authenticity of  older 

homes when making the shift 
locally, they still want modern 
conveniences.  

Gavin Nash from Evolution 
Kitchens said companies such 
as his have noticed a marked 
increase in demand for their 
services since the start of  the 
pandemic. 

“We are actually advertising 
for more staff  to keep up with 
demand,” Gavin said 

“One reason for the increase 
in business is that people are 
spending more time at home, 
so home improvement takes 
priority over the holidays. 

“As well as new builds, we are 
doing intricate work for people 
who have bought older homes. 

“Because we are local, we 
have an intricate 
understanding of  customising 
kitchens to suit the style of  the 
home. We have always valued 
our relationships with local 
builders and tradespeople. We 
work in with them to make the 
process of  a new kitchen or 
bathroom a seamless one for 
our customers.”

Tree changers are chasing country charm with modern convenience,  
meaning businesses like Evolution Kitchens have been kept busy. 

Waratah Place Estate, Maryborough’s newest  
housing estate is proving popular for both locals  

and those wanting to move to the area. 

Maffescioni Homes have been so busy over the past year and a bit that they’ve employed  
more staff  members in order to keep up with demand. 
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Professionals Maryborough  
are your local agents 

When selling your home you need a Real Estate agency who  
knows the area with a proven track record of success.

You only get one chance to  
promote your property 

At Professionals we use professionals to advertise our clients 
properties with the most up to date marketing techniques.

Call the Professionals today to discuss  
how we can best help you

Licensed Estate Agents         Property Management  
Rural Specialists        Business & Commercial Sales

Service, Everyone offers it – few deliver it.

93-95 High Street, Maryborough     
(03) 5461-1166   

Maryborough

professionalsmaryborough.com.au

Virtual tours         Floor plans         Professional photography  
Drone footage         Newsprint         LED window display

 
 
 

If you’re looking to buy in the 
Central Goldfields Shire,  

contact the friendly team at

• Licensed Estate Agents • Auctioneers  
• Property Management • Residential  

• Commercial • Industrial • Rural 

For Active and Personal 
Real Estate 

View our properties online at 
www.maryboroughrealestate.com.au

Maryborough

127 High Street, Maryborough  REIV Member 

Ph: 5461-2222 
AH Craig Bell 0407 824 372 
Robert Young 0409 799 298

Aaron Maffescioni 
87 Griffiths Street, Maryborough 

Phone: 5460-5604  •  Mobile: 0429 117 207  •  Email: andrea@maffhomes.com.au 
www.maffhomes.com.au

“We build homes, not houses.”
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W ITH more than 20 
years’ experience as a 
diesel mechanic, there’s 
not much Nathan 
Porter doesn’t know 

about all things diesel.  
Since building a state-of-the-art 

workshop and showroom, and opening 
NPM Diesel seven years ago, the family-
owned business has offered mechanical 
repairs and service for heavy vehicles, 
tractors, trucks and trailers, earthmoving 
equipment and buses throughout the local 
district.  

Nathan’s wife Samantha said word-of-
mouth and great customer service has 
meant the business has grown throughout 
the years. 

“We’ve definitely been busy so there is 
plenty of  work,” she said. 

While not yet ready to start full time 
work, the Porter’s sons, Campbell and 
Baxter, have no doubt that one day they 
will work alongside their father in the 
family business. 

“Both of  the boys love putting on the 
overalls and working with their dad,” 
Samantha said. 

While many businesses rely on NPM to 
keep them running, Samantha said they 
also try to support the local community 
through sporting clubs and events. 

“We regularly donate to local 

fundraisers like the Maryborough 
Hospital, and try to attend community 
events as a team,” she said. 

“We also sponsored the St Augustine’s 
footy team jumpers and are sponsors of  
Natte Bealiba Football Netball Club where 
the boys play football and I play netball.”  

Like most family-owned businesses in 

regional areas, strong community ties mean 
that whether it’s a fleet of  busses or heavy 
farm machinery, the service provided at 
NPM means customers keep coming back.  

Businesses small and large, from 
transport companies to farmers, rely on 
NPM to keep the tractors in the field and 
the trucks on the road.

EQUIPPED TO SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF 

BEST PRICES ON

HEAVY MACHINERY

See Nathan Porter and his team 
30 Drive In Court, Maryborough 

5461-1445 or 0427 653 329

Parts and servicing  
for all heavy diesel  
and big rigs

Extensive parts  
showroom

VicRoads heavy  
vehicle accredited  
roadworthy provider

Best price on  
Castrol oils  
and additives

Keeping locals moving NPM is a family buisness with 
Campbell, Nathan, Baxter and 
Samantha Porter all pitching in.
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Drive-In Court, 
Maryborough

5461-5012

Qualified master  
technician with  
over 25 years 

experience

Who else would you have  
look after your vehicle?

All makes & models 
All mechanical repairs 

Standard & logbook servicing

Showroom display full of all your favourite 4x4 accessories

- Servicing all makes & models   - LPG installation & repair 
- Wheel alignments   - Air conditioner services    - Roadworthies 

Member of Repco authorised service network  
Ford authorised parts & service agents 

We have the capacity to offer professional servicing - reliably

Using the latest scan tool technology 
to diagnose your vehicle

64 High Street, Maryborough  |  5460-5275
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Here at our Maryborough service, the 
Educators are committed to providing 
warm, nurturing and stimulating 
learning environments where the 
children can take ownership for their 
own learning in partnership with their 
caring educators. Educators respond to 
children’s interests and decision making 
through an emergent curriculum 
making a process that caters to each 
child’s holistic development.

DDETAILS:
Address:: 1233 Inkerman Steet, Maryborough 
VIC, 3465

PPh:: 03 54612544

maryborough@roseberryhouse.com.au

Hours:: 0630-1800

RESPECT • RESPONSIBILITY • PERSISTENCE • TEAMWORK • HONESTY

Talbot Primary School is a progressive, 
inclusive, safe school where every student is 
respected for the diversity and strengths they 
bring to school.  
We pride ourselves on delivering a 
comprehensive education focussing on both 
an Academic and Social/Emotional 
curriculum to support the development of 
each individual student as they transition to 
secondary school and beyond.  
We aim to provide life skills and create life 
long learners who will become successful 
global citizens. 

We strongly believe that by working together 
with students, families and community,  
we are catering for the whole child. 
Please contact the Principal Krista Barnes 
on 5463 2373 to book your tour  
or for more information.

www.talbotps.vic.gov.au

YOUR CHILD’S FUTURE STARTS HERE

Telephone: (03) 5463-2373   Email: talbot.ps@education.vic.gov.auPlease call us to arrange a school tour

A dynamic family and 
community atmosphere with 

high quality, individualised 
and structured learning 

opportunities.

•  Collaborative learning spaces 
•  LOTE Japanese 
•  1-1 Laptops and Ipads 
•  NO School Fees 
•  Uniform provided 
•  Playgroup 0-5 years

9 Grant Street, Bealiba, 3475 
Ph: 5469-1256  Fax: 5469-1341 
Principal: Carol Taylor

BEALIBA  
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Our dedicated and caring staff 
provide a nurturing 
environment where student 
strengths, interests, talents 
and abilities are fostered 
through literacy, numeracy 
and wellbeing programs.   
Our expansive playgrounds 
allow for interactive, 
cooperative play including 
synthetic areas, play 
structures, bush area and 
hard courts.  
We value our local community and involve ourselves in many aspects 
including art exhibitions, ANZAC service and aged care visits. 

Principal: Katie Lovel  •  8 Elgin Street, Dunolly 

To arrange a tour of our school  
please phone 5468-1111

A small school where  
big things happen!

* Achievement   
* Community  
* Respect    
* Resilience
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Y Kindergartens
You’ll love the way they grow

For more information visit ykinders.org.au
Central enrolment registrations and details visit:
centralgoldfields.vic.gov.au

A G Leech Kindergarten 26 Alma St, Maryborough | 03 4311 1560

Californian Gully Kindergarten 31 Willis St, Maryborough | 03 4311 1565

Dunolly Kindergarten 94 Maude St, Dunolly | 03 4311 1598

Talbot Kindergarten 2 Fyffe St, Talbot | 03 4329 0456

T L Stone Memorial Kindergarten Princes Park, Maryborough | 03 4311 1507

The Y Ballarat is independently reviewed by the 
Australian Childhood Foundation to ensure our 
services are safe for all children and young people.

Inclusive,

play-based

early

learning

doors closed for some students, 
to them being in the classroom 
one day and learning from 
home the next.  

Exams and assignments have 
been postponed, camps 
cancelled, extracurricular 

activities ground to a halt and 
students going without seeing 
their friends. 

Learning and education 
across the whole sector has had 
to be reinvented. 

While the challenges are 

undeniable, through adversity 
comes strength and the Central 
Goldfields has repeatedly 
shown the strength of  its 
resolve, character and ability in 
trying times.  

Kate Balzan is one local 

Home learning

E DUCATION 
and schooling 
has its ups and 
downs at the best 
of  times, but for 

students, parents and teaching 
staff, the past two years have 
thrown some new and often 
unexpected challenges into the 
mix.  

The Central Goldfields 
Shire has seven kindergartens 
in A.G. Leech, Californian 
Gully, Dunolly, Goldfields 
Family Centre, Roseberry 
House (formerly Paisley Park 
Early Learning Centre), Talbot 
Back Creek and T.L Stone 
Memorial.  

It also has six primary 
schools in Talbot, Carisbrook, 
Dunolly, Timor, Bealiba and 
Maryborough as well as two 
secondary schools, Highview 
College and the P-12 
Maryborough Education 
Centre, in Maryborough.  

Education during the 
pandemic presented unique 
challenges for each of  these 
schools and kinders, with 
changing restrictions seeing the 
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who’s used to being in the 
classroom environment and as 
a staff  member at 
Maryborough’s St Augustine’s 
Primary School this is no 
surprise.  

What did come as a surprise 
for Kate and her seven-year-
old daughter Sloane was the 
announcement of  remote 
learning, meaning on top of  
her usual work and classroom 
duties as learning diversity 
leader, Kate would also be 
supporting her daughter to 
learn from home.  

“I think after 2020, this year 
has been especially hard 
because we didn’t think it 
would happen again — I think 
everyone was in that boat,” she 
said.  

“The quick changes were 
hard, one week we’d be home 
and the next we’d be back at 
school, I think that was really 
daunting and especially for 
anyone with learning needs, 
that creates an extra challenge.  

“Remote learning was a 
juggling act, there were times 
where I was torn between 
helping Sloane with her 
learning and going to the next 
online meeting.”  

While undoubtedly 
challenging, remote learning 

brought about some unique 
positives as well, with many 
families enjoying the 
opportunity to spend more 
time together and watch as 
their children developed.  

“The best part has definitely 
been spending more time with 
Sloane and seeing the way 
she’s progressing in her 
learning has been really special 
and something you wouldn’t 
see like this at any other time,” 
Kate said.  

“Traditionally learning on a 

computer isn’t ideal but we 
tried really hard as a school to 
do some amazing things to 
keep students engaged and 
having fun.” 

A grade one student, Sloane 
said she enjoyed doing science 
projects during remote 
learning the most, getting 
hands on and messy with 
making volcanoes and also 
trying out different recipes in 
the kitchen.  

“One of  the bonuses of  this 
is that children were able to do 

things they may not normally 
do and the challenge for 
teachers was to make things 
interesting and keep students 
engaged and that’s why the 
younger students did go down 
the path of  experiments and 
cooking,” Kate said.  

All students across the state 
have now returned to the 
classroom full time as 
restrictions continue to ease 
and Kate said while remote 
learning had its moments, she’s 
glad to be back at school. 
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Carisbrook Primary School provides a supportive environment  
with dedicated and enthusiastic teachers and support staff.   

We aim to assist each student to develop into  
happy and healthy community members. 

 CPS creates an environment where children feel safe  
and are free to enjoy life to the fullest.   

We offer learning programs with a focus on creativity,  
the newest technologies and latest innovations.

Principal: Chrissy Drummond 
Camp Street, Carisbrook  Ph: 5464-2444   

Email: carisbrook.ps@education.vic.gov.au

We would like to extend our welcome to any family who may be considering  
St. Augustine’s Primary School for a Foundation enrolment or transition.

At St. Augustine’s School we have a comprehensive Digital Technologies program for all year levels. 
Students are introduced to a range of apps and programs on iPads and Chromebooks to use in 
conjunction with various robotic devices. These programs enable students to develop skills in  

problem solving, to think creatively, reason systematically and work collaboratively.

58 Burke Street, Maryborough   |   03 5460-4440   |   samaryborough.catholic.edu.au

St. Augustine’s Primary School 
 

EMPOWERING STUDENTS FOR THEIR FUTURE

ENROLMENTS WELCOME
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Prep to 12 and Special School

102 - 192 Balaclava Rd, Maryborough VIC 3465    Phone: (03) 5461 7900  
maryborough.ec@education.vic.gov.au 

www.mec.vic.edu.au

BOOK A SCHOOL  
TOUR TODAY 

MEC aims to deliver the highest possible teaching and learning experiences to every child, every 
day. We cater for all students through the delivery of a comprehensive Year Prep to 12 mainstream 
curriculum. Our Specialist Setting provides tailored programs, individually developed to meet the 

.       
          - David Sutton, Principal

• Dedicated and committed staff
• A technology rich environment
• Extensive music and performing              

arts program
• Three annual school drama/musical 

productions
• Sport and physical education programs
• High quality facilities including a 

Performing Arts Theatre, modern library 
and expansive ovals

• Canteen focussed on healthy eating
•
• Large range of VCE, VCAL and               

VET subjects
• Weekly playgroup sessions and             

Ready Set Prep
• Prep transition program
• Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh program
• Beacon Foundation
• State of the art Trade Skills Centre
• Implementing Berry Street Education 

Model
• A commitment to equity, inclusion and 

learning growth                                                                   

FEATURES OF MEC

 MARYBOROUGH
 EDUCATION CENTRE
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Highview 
College

HIGHVIEW COLLEGE
Maryborough

Creative
Innovative

(03) 5459 1000 or email highview@highview.vic.edu.au

Technological
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ACCOMMODATION

65 Derby Road, Maryborough 
P: 03 5461 1877 

www.wattlegrovemotel.net.au

Wattle Grove  
Motel

134 Park Road, Maryborough 
P: 03 5461 1101 

E: gcc@goldencountry.com.au

Golden Country Motel, 
Cabins & Caravan Park

1846 Maryborough-Dunolly Rd, Dunolly 
P: 03 5468 1166 

www.goldencountry.com.au

Golden Triangle Motel 
Dunolly

1 High Street, Maryborough 
P:  03 5461 3833 

www.bristolhill.com.au

Bristol Hill  
Motor Inn

85 Simson St, Carisbrook 
P: 03 5464 2334 

www.facebook.com/CarisbrookCountry 
RetreatMotel

Carisbrook Country 
Retreat Motel

72 Sutton Rd, Maryborough 
P: 03 5460 4122 

www.highlanderhavenmotel.com.au

Highlander Haven  
Motel

2 High Street, Maryborough 
P: 03 5461 1744 

www.maryboroughjunctionmotel.com.au

Junction  
Motel

119 High St, Maryborough 
P: 03 5461 3636 

www.bullandmouthhotelmaryborough.com

Bull & Mouth  
Hotel

12 Camp St, Talbot 
P: 03 5463 2204 

www.facebook.com/courthousehoteltalbot

Court House Hotel 
Talbot

2 Ballarat St North, Talbot 
P: 03 5463 2002 

Email gerard@jeremiah.com.au

Chesterfield  
Cottages

46 Desmond Street, Dunolly 
P: 03 5468 1262 

www.dunollycaravanpark.com.au

Dunolly  
Caravan Park

7-9 Holyrood Street, Maryborough 
P: 03 5460 4848 

www.maryboroughcaravanpark.com.au

Maryborough  
Caravan Park
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Tues-Sun 
11.30am - 9pm

96 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5460 4445 
bangkokthaimaryborough.com.au

• Traditional Thai food 
• Indoor & outdoor dining 
• Take-away

dining guide
YOUR GUIDE FOR DINING ACROSS THE CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS SHIRE

Bangkok Thai Restaurant

Open Tuesday to Sunday 
10am - 8.30pm summer months 
10am - 8pm winter months
99 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 1646 
Find us on Facebook

• Fish & chips 
• Hamburgers & souvlaki 
• Home deliveries 5pm-8pm

Bill’s Fish Shop

Mon-Fri 9am - 3pm 
Some Saturdays

Woolworths Carpark,  
Tuaggra St, Maryborough 
Ph: 0401 927 097 
Check out our social media for menu & specials

• House-made pies & sausage rolls 
• Golden North ice-cream 
• Vegan & gluten-free options

Bird On A Wire Café

LUNCH Wed-Sun 12pm-2pm 
DINNER Tues-Thurs 6pm-8pm  
Fri-Sat 6pm-8.30pm
Green St, Carisbrook 
Ph: 5464 2223 
Find us on Facebook

• Dine-in and takeaway 
• Bistro menu & pizzas 
• Kids menu & playroom

Britannia Hotel

Sun, Mon & Tues 9am - 4pm 
Wed-Sat 9am - 10pm

119 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 3636 
bullandmouthhotelmaryborough.com

• Weddings and functions 
• Award-winning country pub 
• Breakfast, lunch & dinner

Bull & Mouth Hotel

Open 11am - late 
Closed Mondays

190 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 4827 
burgz.com.au

• Burgers, ribs & wings 
• Slushies 
• Fully licensed

Burgz

Mon-Sat 8am - 4pm 

Central Goldfields Plaza 
Shop 4, 92-96 Burke St, 
Maryborough 
Ph: 0403 729 033

• Home-made foods 
• Breakfast, morning tea, 
   lunch & afternoon tea

Chimney Café

Mon-Fri 6.30am - 2pm 
Sat 7.30am - 12.30pm

83 Nolan St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5460 4043 
Find us on Facebook

• Specialty pies & pasties 
• Cakes & slices 
• Lavazza coffee

Class Kitchen Bakery

Mon-Fri 
8am - 3pm

98 Broadway, Dunolly 
Ph: 5468 1734 
Find us on Facebook

• Breakfast 
• Traditional home-style 
• Take-away meals

All Day on Broadway

OPEN Mon-Fri from 7.30am

9 Simson St, Carisbrook 
Ph: 0499 473 775 
Facebook @carisbrookpostofficecafe 
Instagram @cpo.social

• Fully licensed 
• Functions 
• Dine in and takeaway

Carisbrook CPO Social

Dinner: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
Lunch: Sunday 12 - 2:30pm 
Reservations are essential

11 Bucknall St, Carisbrook 
Ph: 5464-2251

Purveyors of fine food,  
old fashioned confectionary 
and nostalgia

Caroline’s Restaurant

OPEN 7 DAYS

12 Camp St, Talbot 
Ph: 5463 2004 
Find us on Facebook

• A country hotel/motel 
• Old-fashioned hospitality 
• Pub meals, rooms & prices

Court House Hotel
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Mon-Sat 8am - 4.30pm 
Sun 9am - 4pm
102 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 0448 300 032 
Facebook @DailyDoseCafeWinebar   
Instagram @dailydosecwb

• Indoor/outdoor dining 
• Coffee & cake 
• Catering & functions

Daily Dose Café & Wine Bar

Thurs, Fri & Sat 
12 noon - 8pm

71 Broadway, Dunolly 
Ph: 0447 796 303 
Find us on Facebook

• Breakfast & lunch 
• Licensed venue 
• Group bookings & functions

Gold n Grain Café

Tues-Sun  
10.30am - 8pm

212 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 3724 
themarylanddiner.com

• BBQ chickens 
• Southern fried chicken 
• Fish & chips

Maryland Diner

Tues-Sun 
10.30am - 8.30pm

174 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 1809 
Find us on Facebook

• Family packs 
• Hamburger deals 

Maryborough Seafood Bar

dining guide
YOUR GUIDE FOR DINING ACROSS THE CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS SHIRE

Mon-Fri 7am - 5pm 
Sat-Sun 7am - 3pm

97 Broadway, Dunolly 
Ph: 5468 1331 
dunollybakery.com.au

• Award-winning bakery 
• Traditional country style 
• Bread, pies, cakes, coffee

Dunolly Bakery

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Lunch 12 noon - 2pm 
Dinner 6pm - late
35 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 1480 
highlandsociety.com.au

• Beer garden 
• Sports bar 
• Download our App

Maryborough Highland Society

Lunch 12 noon - 2pm 
Dinner 5.30pm - 8pm

Park Rd, Maryborough 
Ph: 5460 4900 
maryboroughgolfclub.com.au

• Modern Fairways Bistro 
• Fabulous menu range 
• Your next function venue

Maryborough Golf Club

Sun-Thurs 10am - 10pm 
Fri-Sat 10am - 11pm

204-208 High St,  
Maryborough 

• Dine in and drive-thru 
• Order on the app

KFC Maryborough

Sun-Thurs 5.30am - 11pm 
Fri-Sat open 24 hours

5-7 Tuaggra St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5460 5479 
mcdonalds.com.au

• Locally owned and operated 
• Providing quality sourced food 
• My Maccas App & delivery

McDonalds Maryborough

Corner Nolan & Napier sts, 
Maryborough 
Ph: 0478 596 071 
Find us on Facebook

Open for breakfast, lunch  
and takeaway  
Mon-Sat 9am - 4pm 
Dinner:Fri & Sat 6pm - 8pm 
Private dining options available 

Madam Chi Chi

Tues-Sun 5pm - 8pm

73 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461-2891 
Find us on Facebook

• Gourmet pizzas 
• Pastas, sides & salads  
   (available Thursday-Sunday) 
• Pizza deals

My Pizza Pasta

BAR OPEN 7 DAYS 
Lunch Thurs-Sun 
Dinner Mon-Sat 

101 Broadway, Dunolly 
Ph: 5468-1013 
railwaydunolly@gmail.com

• Country style meals 
• Bar 
• Great atmosphere

Dunolly Railway Hotel



62 24 Carat LIVING

dining guide
YOUR GUIDE FOR DINING ACROSS THE CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS SHIRE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
11am - 8.30pm

110 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 3441 
stevesfishshop.com.au

• Fresh fish & chips 
• Serving since 1970 
• Great customer service

Steve’s Fish & Chips

OPEN 7 DAYS

195 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 1272 
Find us on Facebook

• Beer garden 
• Parma & steak nights 
• Lunch specials

Park Hotel

Fri-Mon 10am - 4pm 
Contact café for  
summer opening times
8 Sandy Creek Lane, Tarnagulla 
Ph: 0497 924 817 
Find us on Facebook

• Dine in or take-away 
• Home-made pies, pastries & cakes 
• Sunday roasts

Tarnagulla Country Café

Visit our website for opening 
hours and bookings 
www.talbotprovedore.com.au

• Dine in & take-away 
• Provedore & wine store 
• Saturday night dinner a must

Talbot Provedore & Eatery

Open Wed-Sat 
from 6pm

1 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 3833 
bristolhill.com.au

• Relaxed, quiet atmosphere 
• Fabulous food to suit all palates 
• Dinner only

Peppa’s Restaurant

Mon-Fri 6am - 4pm 
Sat 8am - 2pm   
Sun 8.30am - 2pm

21 Tuaggra St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 4655 
Find us on Facebook

• House-made cakes & pastries 
• Gourmet focaccias & rolls 
• Daily fresh baked goods

Parkview Bakery

Cafe open Wed-Fri 10am – 3pm,  
Sat-Sun 9am – 3pm

29 Station St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 1362 
railwaycafe.com.au

• Licensed Café 
• Indoor and outdoor dining 
• Functions

Railway Café & Tracks Bar

Lunch Mon-Sat 11.30am - 2.30pm 
Dinner Mon-Wed 5pm - 9pm 
Thurs-Sat 5pm - 9.30pm 
Order on menulog.com.au

169 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5460 5554 or 0433 350 097

• Fully licensed & BYO 
• Authentic Indian cuisine 
• Function enquiries welcome

Rammy Dessert Indian Restaurant

Mon-Fri 7am - 4pm 
Closed Saturday & Sunday

111 Nolan St, Maryborough 
Ph: 0490 837 223 
Find us on Facebook

• Gourmet sandwiches 
• Sushi rolls 
• Breakfast & lunch

Storm Café

OPEN 7 DAYS

1 Havelock St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 3300 
Find us on Facebook & Instagram

• Indoor & outdoor dining 
• Local wines 
• Welcoming function enquiries

Supreme Court Bar & Bistro

Mon-Sat 
11am - 9pm

202 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5461 1298 
Find us on Facebook

• A range of Asian flavours 
• Food to go or dine in 
• Call to pick up

Noodle Sushi King

OPEN 7 DAYS 
3.30pm - 10pm

83 High St, Maryborough 
Ph: 5460 4441 
olpinkysonline.com

• Pizza & kebabs 
• Fish & chips 
• Home delivery

Ol’ Pinky’s Pizza & Kebabs

42 Scandinavian Cres, Talbot 
Ph: 5463 2008 
Find us on Facebook & Instagram



St Augustine’s 
Catholic Church 
Cnr Burke and Kars streets

MASS TIMES

Contact 0466 451 984

Saturday: 
6.00 pm 
Sunday:  
10.30 am

19 Argyle Road, 
Maryborough 

(off Railway Street)

Maryborough: Christ the King 
6 Nightingale Street, Maryborough 
10 am Wednesday Holy Eucharist 

9 am Sunday Holy Eucharist. 
 

Avoca: St John the Divine  
108 Barnett Street, Avoca 

11 am 1st and 3rd Sundays  
Holy Eucharist 
Morning Prayer 

 
Elmhurst: St Mark’s 

Green Street, Elmhurst 
9 am 1st Sunday Morning Prayer 
5 pm 3rd Sunday Holy Eucharist 

St John’s: Dunolly 
Cnr Barkly & Thompson Streets Dunolly 

10 am 4th Thursday of the month  
Holy Eucharist 
Morning Prayer 

 
Talbot: St Michael’s and All Angel’s 

Lansdowne Street, Talbot 
11 am 2nd and 4th Sunday  

Holy Eucharist 
 

Moonambel: St Paul’s 
Church Street, Moonambel 

1 pm 1st Sunday  
Holy Eucharist

Anglican Parish of Maryborough  
with Avoca 

Please join us, all are welcome 
Contact Parish Office (03) 5460-5964 

SERVICE TIMES

MARYBOROUGH 
LIONS CLUB 

Est 1970

The Maryborough Lions 
Club has been serving our 
community with pride for 

the past 49 years 
Secretary 0456 040 823

Jesus answered,  
“I am the way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 

John 14:6 

Maryborough Church of Christ 

Sunday 10.30 am 
Phone 54612432  |  Cnr Clarendon & Inkerman sts 

www.mchurch.org.au

GENESIS CHURCH
Cnr of  Neill & Palmerston streets 
“A dynamic Christian church 

for the whole family” 
Service time:  

Sunday 10 am - Maryborough 
Sunday 4 pm - 502 Walker St, 

Ballarat North 
Home Fellowship Groups 
See website for more information 
Enquiries: 0433 256 445 
www.genesischurch.com.au

U3A is a world-wide 
movement which  

encourages retired 
and semi-retired 
people to take  
part in life-long 

learning. 

Our U3A invites  
you to share in a 

pleasant and 
encouraging 

environment for  
the pursuit of 

stimulating activities, 
ideas and 

knowledge. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION  

PLEASE CONTACT 
mainrail2@yahoo.com.au 

P: 03 5461-2121

48 Tuaggra St, Maryborough 
(Woolworths Carpark) 

maryboroughcraftshop@gmail.com 

Ph 5461-5201 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Maryborough  
Craft Shop
Local Handcrafts 

Wool & Craft Supplies 
NEW MEMBERS WANTED 

Please enquire

Has been working with Local, 
National and International 

Communities since June 14, 1952 
The Rotary Club of Maryborough 

meets each Thursday  
6.00 pm for 6.30 pm  

Check our Website for details: 
https://rotarymaryboroughvic.org 

Visiting Rotarians and guests 
 are welcome 

Contact the Secretary:  
secretary@maryboroughrotaryvic. 

org.au

We offer a girl-led program  
with opportunities to explore the 
outdoors, experience adventure, 
develop confidence in teamwork 

and leadership and learn  
lots of different skills. 

Tuesdays 4.30-6.00 pm (ages 6-9) 
Wednesdays 5.00-7.00 pm  

(ages 10-14) 
Ranger Guides (ages 14-18) 

90 Napier Street, Maryborough 
District Manager 

Vanessa Parker 0492 948 666

We’re for girls!
HOLY SPIRIT  

GOSPEL CHURCH INC. 

Sundays 2 pm 
Lions Club Hall 

3 Golden Wattle Drive, 
Maryborough 

Venue maybe subject to change 

For more information contact 
0417 378 775 or 5461-3509

clubs, services & charities

Bible Study 9.30 am 

Service 11.00 am 
35 Raglan St, 
Maryborough 

0407 331 440

Good News 24/7 
www.faithfm.com.au

88.0 FM

10.30 am Sunday 
Pastor  

Stuart Rodgers  
Ph: 5461 5005

Wattle  
City 

Church
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The Daisy Hill Community Centre is an ideal venue for 
local activities, meetings and presentations,  

and for special interest groups to utilise. 

                            • Hall for Hire 
                            • Fully equipped kitchen 
                            • BBQ facility 
                            • Tennis courts 
                            • Basketball area 
                            • Children’s playground 
                            • Large yard space 

The regional community are encouraged to utilise  
the Centre at very reasonable rates.  

All enquiries are most welcome.

HALL BOOKING OFFICER - MAREE BURNS   
03 5461 4647  |  mareeathol@bigpond.com 

11 DEHNERTS ROAD, DAISY HILL

The Maryborough District Advertiser has been 
the Central Goldfields Shire’s trusted news source 
for 166 years. In that time we have adapted and 
grown to the community’s needs to ensure we 

are doing our best to keep our readers informed 
and updated. We value all our readers and 
advertisers and are proud to be publishing  

this edition of 24 Carat Living.

LOCAL NEWS EVERY TUESDAY & FRIDAY 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY - ONLY $3/week 
FREE 28 day trial with every annual subscription 

www.maryboroughadvertiser.com.au 
94 Napier Street, Maryborough  |  5461-3866

HEALTH SERVICES  
DIRECTORY

LOCAL BOOK
Maryborough and District

St George Lodge No. 18 (Dunolly)       Formed 17/5/1858 Meets 3rd Monday 
Maryborough Lodge No. 22                 Formed 21/12/1858 Meets 2nd Tuesday 
Talbot Lodge No. 42                             Formed 14/7/1863 Meets 4th Wednesday am 
Carisbrook Lodge No. 405                   Formed 20/4/1926 Meets 1st Monday 
Avoca Lodge No. 213                           Formed 12/5/1911 Meets 1st Wednesday

Maryborough  
Mark Lodge 

Formed 6/10/1858 
Meets 3rd Tuesday 

Even months

Birdwood Royal  
Arch Chapter 

Formed 4/6/1919 
Meets 3rd Tuesday 

Odd months

Gladstone Royal Arch 
Mariner Lodge 

Formed 27/10/1945 
Meets 4th Tuesday 

Even months

Central Goldfields  
Rose Croix Chapter 
Formed 30/8/1963 
Meets 1st Saturday 

Selected months

Enquiries  
Ken Calder 

03 5462-2331 
0429 431 216

Australian 
Red Cross 

THE POWER OF HUMANITY

A member of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies

Red Cross supports emergency 
incidents, fundraising and  

patient transport 

Maryborough Branch meets  
last Monday of the month at the  
Uniting Church function room, 
cnr Neill & Palmerston streets 

at 7.30 pm 

Information:  
Phone: 5464-2386 

maryboroughredcross@mail.com

CARISBROOK 
LIONS CLUB

Meets second and fourth Monday 
at Carisbrook Lions Club Hall, 

Green Street from 7 pm 
Visitors welcome 

Contact  
Secretary Julie Humphreys 

0444 522 499 
President Jefferson Hoober  

0427 326 166 
email: carisbrooklions@hotmail.com

A club you want  
to be a part of Maryborough  

Uniting Church 

Cnr Neill and Palmerston sts 
Minister:  

Rev Mike Esbensen 
Sundays 10am 

Church Office:  
5460-5371

MISSION:  
To encourage other men to  
look after themselves and  

to help others. 
MARYBOROUGH MEN’S SHED: 

• Repairs things for people  
within the community. 

• Repairs things at people’s  
homes or at “the shed” 
• Develops friendships 

Tuesday & Thursday – 9am‐3pm 
42 A Newton St, Maryborough 

Call 0417 365 642



 Havilah is a not-for-profit, public benevolent institution. 

www.havilah.org.au  |  T: 03 5461 7300

Retirement Living 

HAVILAH ON PALMERSTON 
At Havilah on Palmerston stylish architect-designed retirement living 
villas offer a convenient and vibrant lifestyle. 
This is Maryborough real estate at it's finest. 
All villas at Palmerston comprise two generously sized bedrooms, 
spacious, light-filled open plan living, dining and kitchen area, one 
or two bathrooms, laundry, garage and courtyard. 
Retire to a fulfilling lifestyle with all of the modern conveniences. 
Our Palmerston Street development celebrates the glamour of a 
heritage building redesigned into The High School Centre, a light-
filled community centre offering a recreation and media area, 
function room, hair and beauty salon and library. The centre is 
surrounded by green grounds, 44 architecturally-designed retirement 
units and 30 prestige aged-care apartments at Raglan House. 
Activities and services available through our residential aged-care 
services are extended to retirement residents and in turn those 
residents are involved in volunteering with fundraising and activities. 
We support residents to stay independent for as long as possible.

We welcome your call to arrange a tour



Driscoll Douglas East Rural Real Estate is a passionate and hardworking team of agents with diverse expertise in residential, 
commercial and rural property. OIEC and licenced agent, Brett Douglas, has had well over a decade of experience in the Real 
Estate industry. This is complemented by over 30 years servicing the agricultural sector of Northern Victoria as a highly 
esteemed agronomist. Brett is joined in the director’s role by Troy Driscoll, Tristain Douglas and Zac East, all experienced and 
respected Agronomists and Agent’s Representatives. The team at Driscoll Douglas East share this expertise with the board of 
directors, proudly boasting a comprehensive list of agents, with all members heralding from local, rural backgrounds. 

5938 Sunraysia Highway, St Arnaud VIC 3478
03 5495 1166 / driscolldouglaseast.com.au

Bringing agriculture and real estate together.




